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Remanxs on erysipelas may be thought 
Superfiuous in the when so 
much has been written, and so ably written, 

some of our most eminent surgeons, on 
subject; but I bold that every man 
who sees much of any particular disease, 
will always have something novel or in- 
teresting on the subject to communicate to 
the profession. This consideration, and 
this alone, induces me to offer the following 
observations on what I consider to be pe- 
culiarities in the disease during its aj r- 
ance as an epidemic on board the Prince 
Regent, 120 guns, in 1831-32. In addition 
to this I shall offer some practical remarks 
on the different modes of treatment adopted 


me. 

I shall first premise, that H. M. ship 
Prince Regent previous to her sailing in 
May, 1831, for Spithead, to join the sum- 
mer squadron under Vice-Admiral Sir Ed- 
ward ringtou, had been employed about 
nine years as flag-ship to the Commander-in- 
Chief in the river Medway ; and as ships in 
this situation, i.e. flag-ships, are always con- 
sidered ‘* show ships,” it is necessary that 
their decks should be very white and clean. 
To accomplish this, there are, unfortunately, 
T™any commanding officers, who think that 
nothing but ‘‘ water and holystone’’ will 
do, and thus it often happens, that on board 
those ships you have, from morning till 
noon, a chance, in moving about the decks, 
of having either your shins broken by the 

» or your shoes filled with salt-water. 


Tropes 
This ing followed up for a succes- 


years, the ship must necessarily 
No. 472, 


come saturated ; the drainings must go 
somewhere. 

Send a ship of this sort to sea, fully 
manned, with 400 of her men, or there- 
abouts, sleeping on her middle and lower 
decks, with the ports closed ; and although 
all is beautiful and clean to the eye, ema- 
nations of ap unhealthy character will take 
place, diseases will be engendered, and 
then the question is, ‘‘ How could they ori- 

inate ’—They cannot be spontaneous !— 

hey must have been brought into the 
ship!” On the other hand, there are many 
commanding officers who are extremely 
careful to have a dry ship and dry decks, 
and they are rewarded for this by the 
healthy state of their crews, and the com- 
parative lightness of the sick list. It cer- 
tainly occasionally calls forth an exclama- 
tion of «* D—n the dust,” but this is all the 
harm known to be produced, beyond, per- 
haps, the exciting of a tickling cough in 
a delicate youngster during the time the 
clouds are flying. 

The disease made its first appearance on 
board the Prince Regent after her arrival at 
Spithead, on or about the 20th June. Pre- 
vious to our leaving Sheerness, phlegmasie 
had been common, and some cases of inter- 
mittent, with obstinate glandular swellings, 
had occurred. After our arrival at Spithead 
tertians and remittents were abundant ; the 
germ of which diseases had, combined with 
a damp ship, no doubt been imbibed from 
the marshes in the Isle of Sheppy prior to 
her sailing. 

As to what I consider to be the pecu- 
liarities of the disease as it occurred on 
board the Regent,—one was its disposition 
(when attacking idiopathically) to seize 
on the glandular structures of the body, 
and on particular sides. If, for instance, 
it attacked the throat, it was the left tonsil ; 
if the femoral glands, it was those on the 
right side ; if the mamma, it was the ri 
sive ; if the testicle, it was the left. From 
this there was no deviation. If the disease 
was produced locally (i. e. by wounds or 
injuries of any sort), then the glands of 
each side became swollen, and often sup~ 
purated, according as they lay within reach 
of the disease, 
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As to the i sym the 
difficult to say at the moment if the patient 
was attacked by a paroxysm of intermittent, 
or by the prevailing epidemic. In the latter 
case, the stage of excitement always called 
for the free use of the lancet, and the 
bowels to be freed by a bolus of calomel, 
washed down with §ss sulph. magnesia. 
The next day there would be a perfect re- 
mission of the febrile symptoms, and the 

jent would declare himself convalescent. 

would then get a solution of neutral 
salts, combined with the tartrate of anti- 
mony, ter die. The next day he would be 
still better, and often beg that his grog 
might be allowed him, but at the evening 
visit he would be sure to complain of a sore 
throat and difficulty of swallowing. On 
examination, the /e/t tonsil would then be 
found swollen and inflamed, and we at once 
knew what was to follow, viz. erysipelas of 
the face, and probably of the hairy scalp, 
and the next three days would determine 
whether the man standing before us should 
live or die, so rapidly did it spread after 
this tothe mucous membranes of the nose 
and throat, and over the integuments of the 
face and scalp. In these cases, a large 
blister to the external fauces—keeping the 
bowels free by a solution of neutral salts, 
combined with the tartrate of antimony,— 
and scarifications of the face, with incisions 
through the integuments of the hairy scalp, 
afforded the most relief. 


Employment of Lunar Caustic. 


And this brings me, in the first place, 
to Mr. Higginbotham’s practice of applying 


lunar caustic in cases of erysipelas, which || 


do not hesitate to affirm will be found a 
remedy of great value as an external appli- 
cation in erysipelas of the head and face, 
That we saved three lives by it in the 
Prince Regent | am morally convinced, and 
for the truth of this, appeal to my 
two very able assistants, then in the 
Regent, viz., Mr. Watt, now of Greenwich 
Hospital, and Mr. Samuel Browne, at pre- 
sent in the Vietor sloop of war. But— 
with all deference to Mr. Higginbotham— 
to produce these beneficial effects it must 
not be applied after his manner, that of 
“ washing the parts, and then drawing the 
stick of caustic over them ;” but a very 
strong solution, strong enough just to ve- 
sicate the parts, must be applied by means 
of a small pi: ce of sponge or soft lint over 
every part of the fuce aud scalp affected 
with erysipelatous inflammation; and that 
very efiectually too, asa great deal depends 
on every part of the surface affected by the 
disease being fully vesicated by the solu- 
tion. The patient will —? roar out 
lustily during the process, of if comatose, 


will struggle against the epplication, from 
the bet this only 
lasts about fi minutes,when a calm takes 
place, followed by a good night, and in 
the morning you will probably find your 
res in a state of perfect apyrexia, col- 
ected, and free from pain; every part of 
the head and face, however, touched by the 
caustic solution, will be perfectly black, 


but desquamation takes place in about a 
fortnight, and the skin resumes its natural 
colour, and your patient, from the relief he 
has experienced, is very well content to be 
a ‘ south down” for so short a period. 

The first case in which I this appli- 
cation was that of a stout lad of the name 
of Tulle, 18 years of age, who had exten- 
sive erysipelas of the faceextending over the 
frontis,and making its way rapidly to the hairy 
scalp. He had been bled, purged, had cold 
washes constantly applied, and had taken 
salines with antimonials, but still the disease 
progressed, the pulse fell, and at times in- 
termitted,and be was alsobecoming comatose, 
I now determined to apply the lunarcaustic, 
and, with a strong solution, fairly and fully 
pressed every part of the erysi sur- 
face, the patient crying out lustily all the 
time, from the pain caused by the appli 
tion, This was at the evening visit. In the 
morning there was scarcely a vestige of 
fever remaining ; he had slept well was 
quite collected, and from this time hardly 
required any medicine beyond aslight tome 
during convalescence. In a fortnight des- 
quamation of the cauterized surface had 
taken place, the face resumed its natural 
appearance, and he returned to his duty. 

Another man, of the name of Poole, wtat, 


| 22, after a severe paroxysm of fever, had the 
| peculiar affection of the /efitonsil, followed by 
‘inflammation of the mucous membrane and 
| integuments of the nose, ing 
leash side over the face. We this 
| with nitrate of silver solution, and stopt the 
inflammation, so that there might be seen 
about the Regent’s decks one man with a 
black snout, another with a black face which 
would defy the recognition of his nearest 
friead, another with a black ear, and s0 on, 
according to the locality of the disease, 
causing a great deal of conversation 
the ship’s company how these things should 
be, after which the remark would follow that 
the ‘‘doctor was always either cuttiag or 
burning somebody ;”’ alluding tothe incisions 
necessarily made in very many cases of 
erysipelas of the extremities, 

Sir Richard Dobson's Mode of Scarification 

or Puncturing. 

This was extensively tried by me in what 
may be called circumscribed cases of erysi< 
pelas, (1 know the objection to which the 
term is liable,) but 1 mean those cases iq 
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which the surface over the pi is at- 
tecked, only extending partially around the 
joint. Of we had numbers, with 
others attacking the middle third of the an- 
terior part of » and connected with 
inflammation of the I glands, In all 
these cases [ scarified freely with the shoul- 
der of a bleeding lancet—more freely in- 
deed than recommended by Dobson ; and 


increased. On the 10th of September, 
1831, we sailed from Spithead, ing the 
flag of Rear-admiral William Parker, C. B., 
for the river Tagus, in company with the 
Asia 84. At this time we had not a single 
case of erysipelas on board, nor had there, 
been one for several days, and it was hoped 
we had got rid of the disease, A |} , 
quantity of chloride of lime, supplied 


although the parts would often bleed so | order of Sir William Burnett, had been ex- 
copiously as to produce partial syncope in| pended in purifying the ship from ‘* stem 
strong athletic seamen, | know of no one to stern,”’ and from the hold to the upper 
case that did not go on to suppuration. That deck. However, when we got to the south- 
great benefit was derived from the hemor- | ward, past Cape Finisterre and on the coast 
rhage I allow, but the disease was never! of Portugal, with warm weather, the dis- 
. ‘ease reappeared with more virulence than 
nextensive erysipelas of the face this me- |ever ; the premonitory fever assumed a 
thod bas proved, hinge will prove, ex-| typhoid type (it had hitherto beeu inflam- 
tremely valuable when used freely and fear- | matory), and putients were brought forward 
lessly, but in the extremities I must say it to the ‘“ Sick Bay,” staggering, and with 
always disappointed me, for with us the drunken countenances. On inquiry, per- 
was bape you would find that they had been 
Organised, aud out it must come sooner or ailing for a dey or so, but had not applied 
| for medical aid, and on stripping them to 

. . | put them in a sick cot, you would find ery-~ 

The French Method of Mercurial Inunction. on some part the body, arising 
This we tried in some cases, and J am from the slight bruise of a rope across the 
to think highly of it when judi-'legs, or from the ratlines of the rigging 

ciously employed ; but my method was to in going aloft. In two or three of these 
¥ it thickly, spread on linen, enveloping cases the prostration was so great that no- 
whole of the erysipelatous limb, and re-| thing could rally them, and they died almost 
newing it every 24 hours, Iu one severe before vou could look around. ‘ 
case of the upper, and one of the lower,ex.| We now lost one in every four cases, and 
tremities, it was decidedly beneficial, but 1 the men became as it were panic-struck,— 
should be disposed to place reliance on it every bruise and every wound, however 
more where the disease is cutaneous than slight, taking on the erysipelatous inflam- 
where affecting the cellular tissue. If it mation, and some of them proving rapidly 
prove useful, you will, in about 48 hours fatal. 


after its application, find the limb becoming | 
soft, and the skin corrugating, with des- | 
quamation following in its train. During 
its application, purgatives, with salines and | 
antimonials, must not be omitted. Indeed 
the bowels should always be kept in aciion | 
until the di has reached its crisis. 
As regards the general treatment of the | 
disease in the Prince Regent, it was active 
in the bi degree while we remained in | 
the Channel and off Scilly. Sailors full of | 
beef and grog are not to be treated like old 
ladies or young misses, with potions and | 
dia Venesection, frequently te- 
free purging (and here a jarge dose 


peated, 
of calomel must always 
salines with antimonials, lotions 


In this dilemma Admiral Parker—whosa 
solicitude for and anxiety to do anything 
and everything that could alleviate the 
sufferings or add to the comfort of the 
sick, is beyond all praise of mime—at my 
suggestion and recommendation, backed 


|by the medical officers of the squadron, 


looked out for a ship that could be appro- 
priately fitted up as an hospital ship, and 
the St. Patrick steamer being unemployed 
im the Tagus, was engaged for that purpose 
at a very trifling expense, her spacious 
cabins forming excellent accommodations 
for the sick. To this vessel, then, all the 
erysipelaious cases were removed, and 
every ¢ase occurring afterwards was always 
instantly sent to the same place. This 


free incisions (when ealled for by the ten- | effectually checked the disease, and rendered 
sion of the parts or the state of the sen- the cases controllable, for in a few hours 
sorium), were all had recourse to with the efter being removed to the St. Patrick, a 
best success; for although many were a decided change for the better took place, 


good deal crippled by contractions, the re- 
sult of the necessary free incisions made 
on the extremities attacked by the dis- | 
ease, the mortality only reached one in| 
every fifteen cases. 


Dat thi ratio was goon tobe wher 


Indeed so obnoxious had the air of the ship 
b-come, that neither wound nor soré, how- 
ever slight in itself, however healthy the 
subject of it, would heal on board, but were 
i to be seut to the hospital shi 

heated kindty and readily, with 


3Be 


| 
t 
’ 
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the most sin dressings. For some! in the work of Mr. William Hunter, on the 


months we had no instance of a wound heal- | diseases of Indian seamen. Till lately, it 
ing by the first intention on board the Prince was generally treated as a disease of de- 
Regent. bility ; but the result of Mr. Hamilton's 
in January 1832, we were ordered home, dissections will amply satisfy any one of 
and on the 24th February following were the treatment that Id be pursued. Had 
paid off at Portsmouth, the disease clinging I been so fortunate as to have seen this 
to us to the very lest, a marine being at- paper before the two cases 1 am about to 
tacked by it on his march to Chatham after relate came under my observation, blood- 
dieemberation, and a seaman being sent to letting should have been employed to a 
Hasler Hospital not many hours before the much greater extent than | at that time 
ship was paid off. | deemed it prudent to venture u 
ry . I understand, that on the Prince} That the disease arises from checked per- 
Regent being cleared at Portsmouth when | spirstion admits of but little doubt ; but, in 
in ordinary, an amazing quantity of foul addition to exposure, Mr. Hamilton deems 
black mud-was found in her bold, which previous residenceé in India necessary ; and 
probably accounts for all our troubles. goes as farso to say, that he knows of no 
Sept. 1st, 1852, | instance on record of an individual being 
| attacked immediately on his arrival in 
‘India. There may very possibly be no such 


REMARKS ON case published, but it so happened, that one 

' of the individuals who came under my care, 

BERIBERI, ‘had never before been to the eastward of 
WITH CASES. ‘the Cape. But even although we must 


, allow sudden chill to be the immediate ex- 
By Jouxn Wurrensap Macyer, Esq., citing cause of the complaint, it is still in 
Surgeon, Glasgow, | Many respects but a very imperfect ex- 
planation. For, were we disposed to admit 
Member of the Med. gays Society of Caleutia. | 11, justness of this conclusion, there is no 
| reason why the disease should he confined 
_ Tuts disease is, in a great measure, pe- to Ceylon and its immediate vicinity. The 
culiar to the island of Ceylon, and the) disease, however, has scarcely, if ever, 
Malabar coust. It has likewise been ob-| heen seen elsewhere, from which it is evi- 
served in the neighbourhood of Madras; dent enough, that there must be some pe- 
and Ihave heard it asserted, that it hus eyliar modifying influence in the atmo- 
been seen in Bengal ; but of this, | believe, | sphere or it would not, in a manner, be 
we have hitherto had no certain information, | Jimited to one particular situation : 
It is most prevalent during the change of} Qne of the cases I saw was quash tease 
am, and has been generally sup- distinctly marked than the other; for, it 
pe to arise from checked perspiration.’ should be remembered, that beriberi fre- 
a warm climates both soldiers and seamen uently attacks those who are already suf- 
are in the habit of exposing themselves. fering from, or it combines and partly 
duriog the night, while asleep, without the jgentifies itself with, other diseases. In its 
protection of any covering, to the compara-| yore advanced stages, it often terminates 
tively chilly atmosphere, after having been j,, hydrothorax or lysis. In my second 
bathed in perspiration during the greater patient confirmed iplegia took place— 
part of the preceding day. 1 had an op-| the first was what we may term one of un- 
| combined beriberi, that is, with symptoms 
and they were attributable to this 
couse, The men were likewise of weak CASE I. 
and debilitated habits of body—one of them! William Firs, aged 28, was attacked on 
much addicted to the use of intoxicating | the afternoon of the 25th August 1830, the 
liquors, which propensity his employment, | ship being at the time in 5 30 south latitude 
as one of the cuddy servants, afforded him and 81 33 east longitude. Had dering the 
better opportunities of indulging than either , greater part of the voyage been in the habit of 
® sailor or soldier while subject to the sleeping on deck, without any covering ; was 
rigid discipline of a well-regulated ship. of apale, heavy, and unhealthy appearance, 
To Mr. Hamilton we are indebted for! much addicted to drinkfhg, and had twice 
touch of the little we know of this singular suffered severely from scurvy. His ap- 
disease. Till his paper was published, 1 | petite was bed. About three in the after- 
am not aware thet we were in possession of noon, without any assignable cause, he 
any accurate knowledge of its pathology, | began to feel faint and languid, with dis- 
if we except the unconnected, and, in many | inclination to any exertion. In this state 
respects, unsatisfactory accounts contained he ad some brandy-and-water, which only 


| 
1 
4 
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afforded him relief ; for in about and his only int was referred to the 
at hour afterwards, a thrilling pain was) kidneys; from which, he said, there was » 
felt extending over the extremities, which |dull pain extending along the course of 
in a short time began to swell. The intu-| each spermatic chord to the testicle. No 
mescence extended by degrees to the ub- | urine hud been passed for upwards of twelve 
domen, and by five o'clock the whole in-| hours, The catherer was, therefore, imme- 
teguments were tense, and pitted on pres- | diately introduced, and the bladder found 


sure. Severe dyspnva was experienced, | 
with great anxiety of countenance. The 
was amall and frequent. The bowels 

been opened in the morning. 

Hot fomentations were immediately ap- 
plied to the abdomen, thirty drops of lauda- 
num administered internglly in some hot 
brandy-and-water, and ten grains of calomel, 
With ten of compound ipecacuan. 

By six o'clock, the difficulty of breathing 
had increased—the integuments of the, 
thorax were swollen and wdematous ; the 
pulse was small and rapid, with very ha- 
rassing cough. Some pain was now ex- 
perienced in the abdomen. The integuments 
throughout were by no means rigid, but 
readily yielded to, and for some time after- 
wards retained the impression of the tingers. 

The fomentations were continued ; and 
about nine the calomel and i , were 


empty. Pulse 1:0; the bowels had been 
freely opened. 

An active purge of calomel and jalap was 
immediately given, and a blister applied to 
the lower part of the back. The pills of 
calomel and squills were continued as before, 
with a diaphoretic draught of liquor ammo- 
nie acitatis. 

At about six in the evening he 
some urine without any assistance, but in 
other respects remained in nearly the same 
condition. On the morning of the 30th, 
numbness with some spasmodic twitches 
were experienced, extending along the left 
arm. The pulse was feeble and 115. A 
blister was upplied to the neck and back of 
the head; but in the evening, the entire 
left side was found to be powerless. He 
was now treated for lysis, but unsuc- 

fully; and on the 6th October was 


repeated. Hot brandy-and-water, with a 
few drops of the tincture of opium, was 
given occasionally. Under this treatment 
copious perspiratiou took place ; and a little 
after midnight the swelling began to de- 
crease gradually. It first disappeared from 
the chest, then from the abdomen, and 
finally, but more slowly, from the extre- 
mities. During the night several profuse 
evacuations of urine took place. 

By noon of the following day scarcely an 
swelling remained. He was able, althoug 
much exhausted, to walk about, and three 
days afterwards returned to his duty. 


CASE Il. 


P. P., aged 27, was seized on the morn- 
ing of the 27th of August. At nine o'clock 
I found this man pale and stupid, with great 
anxiety of countenance, and suffering se- 
verely from dyspnea ; his face was swollen ; 
he felt chilly, and complained of nervous 
tremours in the extremities ; on examining 
which I found them tumid and pitting on 

ure. Fhe abdomen was at this time 

Ds no means enlarged. He had cough and 

ight nausea; the pulse was small and 96 ; 
‘bowels rather costive. 

Sixteen ounces of blood were immediately 
‘taken from the arm, and were neither 


buffed nor cupped. During the day he had 


ent to the general hospital at Calcutta, but 
returned to the ship on the 14th December 
in no respect improved, He was, I believe, 
on the 6th May following sent on board the 
Grampus hospital ship at Greenwich. 

The symptoms in this case bore from the 
first some resemblance to those of paralysis, 
and it was only after repeated and careful 
examination that 1 was induced to pro- 
nounce it the disease in question, It seems 
a matter of some doubt, from the compli- 
cated nature of beriberi, whether it ever 
is, what may be styled, an idiopathic dis- 
ease; and I need scarcely add, that the 
case I have just related would go far to 
support such an opinion, Latterly it ter- 
minated in hemiplegia, but in the first in« 
stance the anasarcous state of the extre- 
mities, and the difficulty of breathing, left 
little doubt as to the nature of the disease, 

Centre-street, Glasgow, Sept. 3, 1832. 


DR. CONQUEST’S 
HYDROCEPHALIC OPERATIONS, 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


our readiness at all 


Sir,—Knowing 


‘a calomel purge, which acted freely, and times to give publicity to any case that 
two pills, each composed of three grains of may afford interest to the profession, or re- 
calomel and one of squills. ‘fleet due honour upon any one of its mem- 


On the following morning the swelling of bers, 1 am induced to send.you a case of 
‘the extremities had not increased, but the hydrocephalus, twice operated upon two 
‘countenance was unusually vacant, and years ago by Dr. Conquest, but which, 
somewhat flushed. The irideswere natural, from @ desire of ascertaining the conse- 
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Quent results, was not then presented for ates predominate, ond aro the cause of ite 
i ltaste. I consider it a favourable cireum- 
The child, William Wilmer, aged four! stance as regards the case, that its sp. gr. 
months, came under my care, at the City is so low, and that it contains no albumea, 
Dispensary, in the month of July 1830./as I have always found that there is a 
His head was of an enormous size, and had | depositiun of fibrin somewhere, to corre- 
been so from his birth; the forehead was! spond with the quantity of albumen con- 
and prominent; the eyes heavy, and tained in the e‘fused serous fluids, Had 
somewhut convulsed ; frequeut hiccup, vo-| there been present albumen in thisinstance, 
miting, &c. | I should have expected a deposition of a 
Several gentlemen of the profession had gelatinous consistence, which is fibrin in a 
Been the case, and they all gave it up as! divided and less concentrated form, at the 
hopeless. Believing that no other chance | basis of the brain.” 
remained for saving the child but an opera-| The results of this ion seem to 
tion, 1 recommended the parents to Dr. coincide with Dr. Babington's favourable 
Conquest, who had about thut time operated ‘opinion of the case, as poner in bis 
upon ove or two of a similar nature. analysis, But still the head continues re- 
In the beginning of August, Dr. Con- markably large, measuring from back to 
quest performed the operation upon this front 245 inches, and from the one meatus 
child, by introducing a small trocar into over the bead to the other, 16) inches, 
the right anterior fontanel, directed to- being about the same dimensions as when 
wards the ventricle to the depth ot an inch first operated upon, However, while the 
er more. Immediately the fluid issued head has thus remained almost stationary, 
forth in a stream, at first clear, and after- | the size and strength of the body have 
wards a little tinged with blood. The, ually increased in p' ion to its age. 
pulse becoming weak, the canula was with-| With the exception of the extraordinary 
drawn, The cutis, frontal, and parietal size of the cranium, the hydrocephalic 
bones, being now remarkably loose, they symptoms appear to have vanished. The 
were supported by myself end others, until child sleeps well, eats heartily, is re | 
ali adhesive plaster were applied in lively, and isin the full enjoyment of 
di t directions round the + in its mental faculties. 
order to produce uniform pressure, while | I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


little weak brandy-and-water was adminis- IL. §. Carpweir, M.D, 
tered with advantage to the patient. The, Camberwell, Sept. 6, 183%. 
fluid extracted measured twelve ounces. 
During the remainder of the day the 
child continued rather weakly, but was . 
more lively than he had ever previously) OF FACTS RELATING TO 
been, and for some time afterwards the in- STROKE OF LIGHTNING 
tensity of all the former symptoms greatly 4 
diminished. | Which happened on the 13th of April, 1832, 
When a month, however, had nearly; - 
elapsed, it was requisite to re- By Bopvincton, Esq. 
peat the operation, on the 3rd of Sep-| ps: a : 
tember, Dr. Conquest introduced the from the London and Edinburgh 
strument as before, and again extracted by Dr 
clear liquid to the amount of twelve ounces , = 
more, 


Dr. B. G. Babington had the goodness! Ow Friday, the 13th April 1832, Mr. and 
to analyse this fluid, and stated the results| Mrs, IT. I. Boddington, having partaken 
as follows :—** It resembles,” he suys, ‘‘ in of some refreshment at Teubury, placed 
its general characters, all the specimens of the servants inside their post chariot, and 
fluid from the ventricles of the brain which | themselves mounted the -seat be- 
I. have examined. Its specific gravity is | hind, that they might enjoy the scenery on 
1004. It does not coagulate, or, in the the road to Bromyard through the remibog- 
least degree, lose its transparency by the tions of the Abberley hills. It was about 
application of heat, or by the addition of|balf-past three whea they left, the sun 
acids or alcohol ; consequently it does not | shining and the sky serene ; but before they 
contain any albumen. Tinct, of galls|had proceeded far, they observed a dark 
scarcely produces any precipitate, it there-'and singular-looking cloud to arise, nearly 
fore ig nearly free from gelatine. It is,in the direction of their route; and at the 
neither acid nor alkaline in the least degree. | end of about three miles and a balf a few 
Its taste is very saline, and it furnishes a drops of rain began to fall. They debated 
ious precipitate with the nitr. of silver.| whether they should get inside the car- 

no doubt, fore, that two muri-| riage, but agreed that the storm, for such 
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it appeared to be, wos passing off to the | cotton, and had lost the ferule that is usually 
right, and that it would in all probability | placed at the end of the stick, so that there 
be only a slight shower, as the cloud in| was no point to attract the spark. It wasli- 
their immediate vicinity, though peculiarly terally shivered to pieces, both the springs in 
dark and angry-looking, was of very ' the handle forced out, the wires that extend- 
dimensions, At this time a clap of distant ed the whalebones broken, and the cotton 
thunder was heard, but no lightning seen, | covering rent intoa thousand shreds. From 
Mr. Boddington put up an umbrella; but the wires of the umbrella the fluid passed to 

receiving it wasan old one, somewhat torn, the wire that was attached to the edge of 
a to one of the servants, he gave it} her bonnet, the cotton thread that was 


to his wife to hold over her bonuet, while 
he putup another. While in the act of ex- 
tending the latter, a flash of lightning 
struck them both ne threw the 
horses on the ground cast the post- 
boy to a The ser- 


twisted round that wire marking the 

of entrance over the left eye, by its being 
burnt off from that spot all round the right 
side, crossing the back of the head and 
down into the neck above the left shoulder, 
The hair that came in contact with it was 
also singed: it here made a hole through 


vants inside were untouched, and, indeed, 
unconscious of the rea) nature of the acci- 
dent. The mun says that he heard no pre- | 
vious thunder, but that a vivid flash of | 


lightning, proceedi oa Do from | 
the side. the te which he sat, 
Was accompanied by an instantaneous re- | 
» like the discharge of a highly-loaded | 
underbuss ; and concluded that some 
robber or other mischievous person had shot | 
the horses, He acknowledges, that he was 
80 panic-struck, that for a few seconds he | 
sat still; but on recovering from the mo- | 
mentary alarm, he let down the side glass 
and looked out to see whether bis master 
and mistress were safe, 
to perceive the head of the former hanging 
over the seat, and apparently lifeless, He | 
immediately jumped from the carriage, 
and ascending the step behind, raised his 
master’s head, and found that his clothes 
were on fire ; his mistress was standing up, 
tearing off her bonnet and shawls. Her) 


the handkerchief that was round the throat, 
and zigzagged along the skin of the neck to 
the steel busk of ber stays, leaving a painful 
but not deep wound, and also affecting the 
hearing of the left ear, It entered the ex- 
ternal surfuce of the busk. This was clearl 

proved by the brown paper case in which it 
was inclosed being periorated on the out- 
side, and the busk itself fused for about a 
quarter of an inch on the upper surface, 
presenting a blistered appearance, Its pas- 
sage down the busk could not be traced in 
any way ; there was no mark whatever on 
the steel, nor was the paper that covered it 


He was shocked | discoloured or altered in the slightest de- 


gree ; its exit at the bottom, however, was 
as clearly indicated as its entrance at the 
top; the steel was fused in the same 
manner, and the paper was perforated in 
the same way, but on the opposite side. 
The magnetic properties acquired by the 
busk are curious. Both ends attract strongly 


account of the matter is this; that she the south pole of the needle, the upper 
neither saw the flash nor heard the thunder ; | point for some considerable way down ; it 
but her first consciousness was the feeling | then begins to lose power over the south 
of suffocation, and that she was pulling off pole, and the point of northern attraction 


her things to obtainair. She felt, however, 
that they had been struck with lightning, 
and immediately began assisting the ser- 


is at about one-third of the length of the 
busk from the bottom, so that by far the 
greater portion of the whole has acquired 


southern attraction. Perbaps it will be 
best explained by the following sketch of 
the inside face of the steel, which is four- 
teen and a half inches long by one inch and 
three-eighths wide, 


vant to extinguish the fire that was still 
consuming the dress of her husband. 

The passage of the electric fluid as con- 
nected with Mrs. Boddington was most 
distinctly traced; it struck the umbrella she 

had in her hand ; it was an old one made of 


Mark from the lightning, 


‘ 
i 
Hy SOF as 
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There were marks of burning on the | the eyes were not otherwise injured. The 
gown and petticoat above the steel, and the electric stream shattered the left-hand, 
inside of the stays, and all the garments fused the gold shirt-buttons, and tore the 
under the stays were pierced by the pas-|clothes in @-most extraordmary manner, 
sage of the fluid to her thighs, where it | forcing parts of them, together with the 
made wounds on both ; but that on the left | buttons, to a considerable distance, and a 
so deep and so near the femoral artery, that | deep wound was inflicted under its ~— 
the astonishment is that she escaped with|on the wrist. The arm was laid to 
life ; even as it was the hemorrhage was very | the elbow, which is presumed to have been 
great. Every article on which she sat was at the moment very near his left waistcoat 
perforated to the cushion of the seat, the! pocket, in which there was a knife ; this 
cloth of which was torn much more exten- also was forced from its situation and found 
sively than the clothes. In most cases on the ground; a severe wound was made 
they were pierced by ahole not exceeding | on his body, and every article of dress torn 
the size of half an inch in diameter, "away, as if it had been done by gunpowder. 
where the rents were larger they did not | From the knife it passed to the iron of the 
extend beyond an inch or two in any direc- | seat, wounding his back, and setting fire to 
tion ; but it is worthy of observation, that | his clothes in its passage. Another portion 
every article the electric fluid passed through descended to the right arm, which had hold 
had a singed appearance at the edges, and of the lower part of the stick of the um- 
had a sulphurous smell, as I was informed | brella, was attracted by the sleeve-button, 
4 those who inspected them immediately where it made a wound, but slight as com- 

er the accident. By the time I reached pared with that on the left, passed down the 
Tenbury, all trace the smell had va- | arm (which it merely discoloured, and broke 
nished. No ignition, however, took place | the skin off in two or three places) to a gold 
beyond what occurred at the moment of its pencil-case in the right waistcoat-pocket, 
passage, notwithstanding the inflammable The great-coat he had on was an old navy 
nature of most of the articles; nor did any watch-coat, commonly called a pea jacket, 
of Mr. Boddington’s wounds present the ap- and of great thickness ; this was torn to 

nce of burns. The cushion of thé pieces, and the coat immediately above the 
rouch-seat was stuffed with curled waisteoat-pocket much rent, but the waist- 
horse-hair, through which the stream must coat itself was merely perforated on the 
have passed, though no signa to indicate its| external part, where the discharge entered 
passage was visible ; the cloth edge of the| by a hole about the size of a pea, and on 
cushion, however, immediately behind | the inside by @ similar hole at the other 
where Mrs. Boddington sat, was torn out- | extremity of the pencil-case, where it passed 
wards, and the leather that covered the | out, setting fire to his trowsers and drawers, 
iron forced in the same spot, already mark- | and inflicting a deep wound round his back, 
ing its egress at this ° the whole of which was literally flayed. 

As this same iron also received the charge; A very striking difference was obsery- 
that struck Mr. Boddington, I shall now| able in the wounds of Mr. and Mrs, Bod- 
state the effects of the lightning on him, |dington: hers, as I before stated, were 
before I trace its further progress. When | fractures of the flesh; his, on the contrary, 
first discovered by his servant he was insen- | whether deep or shallow, were all of them 
sible, and he remained in that state for| burns, and a white and blistered ap- 
about ten minutes, when he recovered suf-| pearance. The accumulation of force which 
ficiently to inquire where he was, but re-| the electricity acquired at this place de- 
lates that he was perfectly unconscious of|serves particular attention. I have ob- 
what had occu ; that he felt his eye-| served that the shock on the right arm was 
sight affected, and pain all over him, but| nothing as compared with that on the left; 
knew not from what cause these sensations|the shirt-button was unchanged and un- 
arose. The umbrella in this case also was| moved from its position, and the passage of 
the conductor ; it was made of silk, and was | the fluid down the arm barely indicated ; yet 
but little damaged, a small portion of the|when it arrived at the pencil-case, the 
upper part only being torn where it joins | amount of its intensity was such as to melt 
the stick, and none of the springs or wires|one end of it, and displace a cornelian seal 
being displaced. The main force of the|at the other extremity, forcing it, I sup- 
shock, however, appears to have passed | pose, to some distance, as it has never since 
down the handle to his left arm, though | been found, though it was carefully sought 
a portion of it made a hole through the brim} for. It should seem that this accumulation 
of bis bat, and burnt off all the hair that] of strength must have been derived either 
was below it, together with the eyebrows|from the portion that passed over Mrs. 
.and eyelashes. The fragments of the burnt} Boddington, or from union with that which 
ae the eyes nearly: deprived | went down the left arm, In either case it 

of sight for two or three days, but| appears to have been strangely diverted 


‘ 
| 
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from its original source. The whole shock | 
was now collected in the iron that formed) 
the back of the barouch-seat; the leather. 
attached to it was torn off, and the iron 
itself broken in two immediately opposite | 
the spring, and the ends of the fractured | 

8 bent forwards so as nearly to touch it ; 
By this conveyance it is supposed to have | 
diffused itself over the whole of the under | 
carriage, and to have passed to the earth by 
the tires of the wheels, four holes being 
made in the road at the points they touched 
at the moment of the shock, though the 
carriage was not standing in them at the 
time it stopped. 

The post-chariot was a new one, and the 
only injury it received was the tracture aud 
derangement of the barouch-seat, as al- 
ready stated, the removal of the japan in a 
line along the bulge bebind, and the break- 
ing of the pole; the latter circumstance | 
conceive to have arisen solely from the fall 
of the horses, and to have been quite inde- 
— of the passage of the electric fluid. 

e horse the postilion rode was found to 
be dead, the other was evidently panic- 
struck but unhurt, as he rose as soon as the 
harness was cleared from him, and though 
in a profuse sweat and trembling, he soon 
recovered ; and not only was rode back for 
assistance, but returned again in the chaise 
that conveyed the poor sufferers to Ten- 
bury, where they were detained at the inu 
for a month, before it was thought safe to 
remove them, 


On inspecting the dead horse no wound 
was visible, nor any apparent cause for his 
death; the brass front of the bridle was 
observed to be indented inwards, as if 
struck with a hammer; and when he was 
skinned, a corresponding mark was found on 
the bone of the head; and from that spot 
to the termination of the spine, the flesh 
was quite black and putrid for about the 
width of three inches, and there were di- 
verging marks of the same nature on each 
side of the head passing under the throat, 
and similar but much wider ones on the 
flanks. The post-boy was thrown some 

ards off, but this I conceive to have been 

v the spring of the horse when he was 
struck dead, and that spring doubtless 
jerked the carriage beyond the holes where 
the lightning had passed into the earth. 
The boy was shaken by bis full, but was 
in other respects unhurt. 1 inspected the 
spot nearly three weeks after the accident 
happened, found it was elevated ground, 
but by no means the summit of the sur- 
rounding country; on the contrary, there 
were many higher hills in the neighbour- 
hood; the road itself was so much hollow- 
ed out, that the banks must have beer 


nearly equal to the: height of the carriage. 
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In a fen tothe right, within a few yards of 
the hedge, and exactly opposite to where 
the shock took place, was a very high pear- 
tree, it however bore no ‘trace of injury, 
The carriage appears to have been i 

close to that side of the bank, as the holes to 


‘which I before alluded were still distinctly 


visible ; indeed, the two to the right had 
undergone very little change, as they were 
nearly off the road ; they were about fifteen 
inches in diameter, perfectly round, and 
nearly as deep as they were wide, the 
stones appearing to have been thrown out 
as if by a miner's blast. 


The collateral facts must now be men- 
tioned. The landlord of the inn at Ten- 
bury informed me that he was sitting in 
his parlour, talking to another person, 
when he saw the flash of lightning that 
must have caused the accident; he ob- 
served to his companion that he had never 
before seen so singular a flash, as it appear- 
ed to divide into four parts when it came 
within about thirty yards of the earth ; this 
statement was confirmed by the persou who 
was with him. It should seem, therefore, 
they were not struck by a single discharge 
of electric matter, but were enveloped in a 
mass of electricity; and this is the more 
probable, from the traces of the different 
strokes being so distinct, and yet taking 
such opposite directions. The fluid seems 
to have pervaded the whole atmosphere, as 
many things were magnetised that were not 
in the line of any of the tracks that could be 
traced. For instance, Mr. Boddington's 
watch was in his fob, and quite out of the 
line described by either of the shocks that 
passed over him. After the accident, it 
was found necessary to send it to a watch- 
maker, and when taken to pieces, parts of 
it were dicovered to be highly magnetised, 
the balance-wheel in particular. ‘This was 
shown to Dr. Faraday when at Oxford, who 
set it ufloat on a cork, and found the poles 
to be so well defined, that | have since bad 
it mounted as a compass. Two pair of 
scissors also in Mrs. Boddington’s work- 
box, inside the carriage, were by mere 
accident, two months after the event, dis- 
covered to be magnetic. 


I certainly now very much regret that 
more minute researches were not made at 
the time as to these facts ; but whoever has 
watched over the sick-bed of a beloved son 
with but faint hopes of his recovery, will 
not be surprised that philosophical investi- 
gations were all absorbed in the deeper in- 
terest of the affections. 

Badger Hall, July 16, 1832. 


246 DR. ARNOTT'S BED FOR INVALIDS, 


HYDROSTATIC BED 
FOR 
PATIENTS AND INVALIDS, 


Abridged from the 5th Edition of Dr, Ar- 
nott’s of Physics,” in the 
Press.) 


Ir is to mitigste all, and entirely to pre- 


a suitable mattress was laid, constitut- 
ing a bed ready to receive its piliow and 
bedclothes, and not distingui e from a 
common bed but by its ing softness, 
The potions mee laid upon it ; she was in- 
stantly relieved ; sweet sleep came to her; 
| she awoke refreshed; she passed the next 
night much better than usual; and on the 
following day all the sores had assumed a 
‘healthy appearance; the healing from that 


vent some, of the evils attendant on the ne- time went on rapidly, and no new sloughs 
down pi 


cessity of remaining in a reclining ure,;were formed. 


that the hydrostatic bed described in the 
following account is intended, It was first 


used in the case of a lady, who, after her) 


confinement, passed through a combination 
of low fever, jaundice, and slight phieg- 
masia dolens of one leg. She rested too 
long in one posture, and the parts of the 
body on which she had rested all suffered : 
a slough formed on the sacrum ; another on 
the heel; and in the left hip inflammation 
began, which terminated in abscess. 


to invigorate the circulation, and while her 
case was watched with affectionate assi- 
duity. She was placed upon the bed con- 
trived for invalids by Mr. Earle, with pil- 
lows of down and air, and out of the mat- 
tress of which portions were cut opposite 
to the sloughing parts. In spite, however, 
of all endeavours, the mischief advanced, 
the chief slough enlarged, another slough 
and a new abscess were produced, and her 
life was in imminent danger. 

Under these circumstances, the idea of 
the hydrostatic bed occurred to me. Even 
the pressure of an air pillow had killed her 
flesh, and it was evident that persons in 


were 
needed no more. 

In choosing the mattress, if unusual po- 
sitions are required, by having different 
thicknesses in different parts, or by placing 
a bulk of folded blanket or of pillow over 
or under the mattress in certain situations, 
any desired position of the body may be 
easily obtained. If the water be about six 
inches deep, which in general will suffice, 
the person standing upon any part of the 


These | bed, or sitting with the knees raised, will 
evils occurred while she was using means | 


| cause the part of the mattress on which he 
rests, gently to touch the bottom, On 
lying down, he as completely floats as if 
the Atlantic were under him, 

This bed is a warm bed, owing to water 
being nearly an absolute non-conductor of 
heat from above downwards, and owing to 
its allowing no e of cold air from 
below. From this lastementioned fact, 
however, less of the perspiration, sensible 
and insensible, will be carried off by the 
air than in a common bed, and unless the 
patient can rise or be lifted daily, to allow 
the bed to be aired like a common bed, 
\there will be a necessity for using some 
|Such means as the following, to prevent 


such a condition could not be saved unless the condensation of perspiration on the 
they could be supported without sensible water-sheet below—an oiled silk laid over 
inequality of pressure. | then reflected, the mattress, or a blanket, to be occasion- 
that the support of water to a floating ally changed, laid under it, or a set of 
body is so uniformly diffused, that every flexible tubes of spiral wire laid under it, 
thousandth of an inch of the inferior surface with their ends open to the atmosphere, to 
has, as it were, its own separate liquid pil-! ensure a constant ventilation of the mat- 
lar, and no one ey bears the load of its tress; or, similarly placed, and producing 
neighbour, and that the patient might be the same effect, a layer of cork cut into 
laid upon the surface of a bath over which a square pieces, with spaces left between 
large sheet of the water-proof India-rubber them, to serve as conduits of air. his 
cloth was previously thrown, she being ren-' bed is in itself as dry as a bed can be, 


dered sufficiently buoyant by a soft mattress 
placed beneath her. “Such a bed was imme- 
diately made. A long trough, a foot deep, 
was lined with metal, to make it water- 
tight ; it was about half filled with water, 
and over it was thrown a sheet of the India- 
rubber cloth, Of this sheet the edges 
(touched with varnish to prevent the water 
creeping round by capillary attraction) 
were aftewards secured in a water-tight 


manner all round to the top of the trough, | pose 


the only entrance left bei through 


an opening at one corner, which could 


perfectly closed. Upon this dry sheet 


|for the India-rubber cloth (of which bot- 
'tles can be made) is quite impermea- 
ble to water, and the maker is now pre- 
paring cloth expressly for this 
Unlike any other bed, it allows the patient 
to change his position almost like @ person 
swimming, rad my affording the kind of re- 
lief which, in constrained positions, is ob- 
tained by occasional stretching, It ex- 
eooningly facilitates turning for the pur- 
of dressing wounds, for by raising one 
side of the mattress or depressing the other, 
or merely by the patient's extending alimb 
to one side, he is gently rolled over, nearly 
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as if he were simply suspended in water ;' 
and it is possible even to dress wounds, MALIGNANT CHOLERA. 


appl poultices, or vessels under uny 
one the oo moving the bod 


atall; for there are some inches of yield- 
ing water under the body, and the elastic 
mattress may at any part be pushed down, 


leaving a vacant space there, without the, 
support being lessened for the other parts. | 


It may be made so cheaply, that even in 
hospitals, where economy must prevail, it 
may at once be adopted for many of the 
bed-ridden. The bed has beea introduced 
into Bartholomew's and St. George's 
Hospitals, and elsewhere. With it slough- 


ing need never occur again, and by allevia- nel 


ting distress through the earlier stages of dis- 
ease, it may prevent many cases from even 


reaching a degree of danger. !t is peculi-| 


uly applicable to cases of fractured bones, 
other surgical injuries ; to palsies, dis- 
eases of the hip-joiut, and spine ; and uni- 


versally where persons ure obliged to! 


pass much time in bed. 4lso in all cases 
of curvature of the spine, existing or 
threatened. If used without the mattress, 
it becomes a warm or a cold bath, not allow- 


ing the body however to be touched by the 


Water ; in India it might be made a 
cool bed for ing sick or sound, during 
the heats which there prevent sleep and 
endanger health. There are numerous other 
modifications of it, which will readily oecur 
to practitioners sufficiently versed in hy- 
drostatics. Before reflection a person might 
sonpoee a resemblance between it and an 
tuir-bed or pillow, but the principles of the 
two are perfectly distinct, An sir pillow 
supports by the tension of the surface 
which encloses the air, and really is a hard 
illow ; but in the hydrostatic bed, there 
no tense surfuce at all: the patient is 
floating upon tle water, on which a loose 
sheet is lying, merely to keep the mattress 
dry, and every point of his body is sup- 
pret by the water immediately beneath 
The bed is better described by the ap- 
pellation of hudrostatic-bed than of water-bed. 

The author has given no exclusive right 
to any person to make this bed. He has 
hitherto employed the carpenter nearest to 
his own residence in Bedford Square, and 
the London manufacturers of the water- 
proof cloth; but any carpenter may learn 
to supply them, and he gives free per- 
mission to all, 

At present the medical attendant gene- 
rally leaves whatever regards the bed to 
the judgment of friends or nurses; but he 
who has been led to reflect how much the 
@ourse of a malady may depend on the 
patient’s being so supported that no pain 
shall arise from local pressure, and little 
muscular weariness, will deem the bed- 
management worthy of Lis own attention. 


COMPOUND INFUSION or HORSERADISH, 


TREATED WITH 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sin,—Although pressed hard by time. I 
cannot allow another moment to slip with- 
out giving you the information I obtained 
in a conversation with Dr, Stevens of 
Ely, relative to bis latter treatment of cho- 
lera. Knowing the pages of your jour- 
are ever filled with matter of intrinsic 
value, I will speak, for the present, of his 
plan as fax. dm as possible, as | may here- 
ufter have to request your indulgence in 
some further communication upon the sub- 
ject of cholera ; till then I shall defer all re- 
marks, 

Dr. Stevens states, that out of 32 cases 
of cholera in its most malignant forms, four 
‘only died; one of these lazt refused all 


fare and another was actually dead 


when the Doctor arrived at the poor fellow's 
home ; twenty were in the stage of collapse, 
'vomiting and dejecting characteristic mat- 
ter; the whole body and tongue and breath 
were as cold as ice ; extremities shrivelled, 
and in some as if dyed in indigo ; some suf- 
fered from violent cramps, in others it wus 
absent ; eight, though in the state of as- 
phyxia, could hardly be allowed to have ad. 
vanced so near death. In all these cases, 
after an injection of brandy and opium, and 
a bolus of calome! and opium, he commences 
with two drachms of spiritusarmoracie com- 
positus, repeating in half an hour or an hour, 
as his judgment might lead him, ‘The ef- 
fect of this medicine he expresses as most 
wonderful after a dose or two; the patient 
he becomes bedewed 
in a profuse hot transpiration, wakes as 
from a long and comfortable sleep, the ner- 
vous energy is restored, and secretion has 
again commenced ; in a short time urine in 
a large quantity is evacuated, the liver also 
has not been idle, for a dose of rhubarb 
will bring away a well-tinged bilious de- 
jection; the patient is recovered as if by 
magic ; his debility lasts but a sbort time ; 
9j of carbonate of soda three times a day, 
restores him to a state of perfect health, 

The Doctor remarks, that could the sto- 
mach retain the quantity, he should prefer 
the ivfusum armoracia compositum, on ac- 
count of the mustard seed it contains, 
I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

G. F, Le Neve, 


x St. E 
Barrow ng “dmunds, 


— 


748 MR. MEIKLE'S CASES OF SALINE VENOUS INJECTION 


‘TRIAL OF 
SALINE VENOUS INJECTIONS 
IN 
MALIGNANT CHOLERA 


AT THE DRUMMOND-STREET HOSPITAL, 
EDINBURGH, 


(Communicated by the Author.) 


To the Secretary 


the Mevicat Boarp, 
Sin,—Iy my last communication for the 


without the least benefit, 


| perieps, a slight temporary change at 
commencement of 


the operation. I have 
selected for the Board a case from my 
journal, in which 612 ounces of saline 
fluid were injected, and the patient is = 
the present time continuing well. i 
case shows that the practice is not only 
perfectly safe, but that a great quantity 
ean be thrown into the circulation in a 


‘have sunk within an hour, and after four 
days it seems that the repetition of the in- 


ADRAS, 
information of the Board on the subject of 
injecting saline fluids into the circulation 
during the stage of collapse in cholera, for) 
which purpose 1 forwarded an improved | 

tus, I mentioned the eotneeeiansy | 
effect it had in rousing the whole system, 
and acting upon the patient almost as a) 
charm. 1 may now state that Dr. Mackin- | 
tosh and myself have for a considerable 
time given the practice a fair trial at the! 
Drammond-Sireet Hospital in this city, and 
have apparently snatched many, as it were, 
from the very jaws of death. 

The very remarkueble effects of this re- 
medy require to be witnessed to be believed. 
Shortly after the commencement of the 
injection the pulse, which was not percep- 
tible, gradually returns; the eyes, which 
were sunk and turned upwards, are sud- 
denly brought forward, and the patient 
looks round as if in health; the natural 
heat of the body is gradually restored ; the 
tongue and breath, which were in some 
cases at the temperature of 79° and 80°, 
rise to 88° and 90°, and soon become natu- 
ral; the laborious respiration and oppres- 
sion of weight at the chest are relieved ; the 
sickness, thirst, and inclination to vomit, 
cease ; the deafness vanishes, the obscured 
vision becomes clear, and the whole coun- 
tenance assumes a natural, healthy appear. 
ance ; the tongue, which the patient some- 
times describes as having fallen back into 
the throat, resumes its proper place, and 
_the vox cholerica is heard no more. The 
whole feelings of the patient become for a 
time natural, they express themselves as 
being perfectly easy, and feel as if in a 
new world, their spirits are exhilarated, 
_and they converse familiurly upon all mat- 
ters connected with themselves or their 
families. 

Unluckily, this favourable state does not 
remain long, and very often within thr: e or 


four short hours, we find them sunk again 
‘into a state of collapse or bordering upon it, 
and the same operation is to be gone 
through, with perhaps less success. I re- 


jection alone saved her. During the first 
fourteen hours after she was brought into 
the hospital, there were 474 ounces of fluid 
injected. She was in a complete state of 
collapse for hours before admission. The 
litter was sent for ber a little after six 
o'clock p.m., when the had carried 
her partly dowa-stairs she was seized 
the mob, and taken back to ber mise 
habitation ; at half-past seven o'clock Dr, 
Mackintosh, Dr. Racey, and myself, visited 
her, when the mob again interf-red, and 
obliged us to make rather « hasty retreat 
down-stairs, so that another bour and a half 
elapsed before she was brought to the hos- 


ital. 

The whole of the animal functions depend 
8o very essentially upon the blood, that the 
introducing into the circulation, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, a quantity of fluid re- 
sembling the serum which has been ab- 
stracted from it by the copious dejections of 
some of the secretions, is certainly a most 
rational mode of treating cholera, and being 
able to produce such rapid changes in the 
whole system, is very much in favour of the 
practice. The operation of injecting re- 
quires the greatest care and attention, and 
the patient ought never to be left for half an 
hour even by the medical attendants after- 
wards. It brings a patient almost invari- 
ably out of the state of collapse, and gives 
you time to employ other remedies. The 
effect not being permanent, may arise from 
the patient labouring under some organic 
disease at the time of the cholera accession. 
That the consecutive feveris aggravated by 
injecting, is to me doubtful. So few cases 
haviog recovered in -this city from a com- 

te state of collapse by any other means, 
it is impossible, with our limited kuow- 
ledge, to do more than hazard an opinion. 
It must be borne in mind, that we have only 
made use of this remedy in the most des- 
perate cases. Cholera has scarcely been here 
as an epidemic, and with the exception of a 
few sporadic cases, it has been almost con- 
fined to the debilitated, aged, intemperate, 
ill-fed, and the most miserable portion of 


gret to say, that latterty 1 have tried it upon 


Po very short time; it also shows how we 

— must persevere in some cases. Had the 

injection not been repeated a fourth time, 


— 
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Some few families bave been nearly all 
swept sway, who did not come under any 
of the above denominations. Dr. Mackin- 


tosh and myself will shortly publish the 
result of our ice in the mmond- 
Street Hospital. 

The disease tobe different every 


month, and we know very little more of the 
curative process now we did many 
years ago. For my own part | confess, that 
after years of attentive observation of the 
symptoms, anc. careful watching of the 


After the first three minutes, the impulse 
and sounds of the heart, before very feeble, 
became ‘listinct, and the pulse perceptible 
at the wrist. After the oper stion, the pulse 
was 92, and full; face flushed; surface 
warm ; respiration easy ; cramps and sick- 
ness relieved. 

Hab, acet. plumbi gr. iij ; 
Opii gr. ij ; 2dis horis. 

Midnight. She continued easy, with a 

good pulse, for nearly two hours after the 


injection; since then the thirst has re- 
ture-4 wl she has been troubled with se- 


practice of other, aswell as my own, ] am Yere .... 5 and vomiting. The surtace is 
as far from having a proper knowledge of | now cold and clammy; the pulse almost 


the disease, as when | was first seized with 
it on returning from Hindostan after the 
Mahratta campaign in 1818. 1 have, how- 
ever, been collecting facts and making ob- 
servations upon them, which may ultimately 
lead to something beneficial, My next 
communication will, I trust, be more worthy 

the Board. 1 have the 


Grorce Mrikte, 
Surgeon E.1.C. 8. Madras Estab. 
39, Albany Street, Edinburgh, 
Aug. 3d, 1832, 


CASE. 


. Grace Lindsay, etat, 38, a washerwo- 
man, residing in Cox’s Land, St. Mary's 
Wynd, was admitted into the hospital, May 
28th, 1852. Has been subject to disorder 
of the stomach and bowels for several years. 
Two days since she was attacked with diar- 
rhea, which continued uncil twelve (noon) 
to-day, when the characteristic vomiting und 
purging commenced, followed by cramps, 
not at first very severe. At half-past seven 

.m. she was visited by Drs. Mackintosh, 

ey, and Meikle, The cramps were then 
very violent, with frequent vomiting. urgent 
thirst, restlessness, &c. She was willing to 
come into the hospital, but was at this tune 
prevented, At half-past nine p.m. she was 
admitted ; her eyes were sunk, face livid, 
skin cold, and blue; the respiration hurried 
and laborious, and the voice of the well- 
marked choleric character ; pulse impercep- 
tible ; tongue white and shrivelled ; vomit- 
and cramps severe, with constant jac- 

titation. She was placed on the steam bed, 
and an enema with turpentine administered. 
Five minutes efter admission the transfusion 
was commenced, and 94 Ibs. of the follow- 
ing mixture were injected in eighteen mi- 
nutes :— 

Carb. sode Div ; 

Mur. sode 3iv ; 

Albumen ; 

Aqua (temp. 105° to 110°) 10 Ths, 


|imperceptible. She complains of excessive 
| heat, and of a sense of fainting; within the 
| last half hour she has become very restless, 
| She hes bad some wine-and-water for drink, 
and she expressed a desire for gin-toddy, 
which she got, but immediately vomited. 

Atone a.m., May 29. The injection was 
repeated to the amount of ten pounds of 
the saline solution, with four ounces of 
albomen. During the operation her face 
became flushed, and she fell asleep; her 
afterwards was 100 and full; she 
|entered into cheerful conversation and ex- 
|pressed herself much relieved, and free 
cramps, thirst, and sickness, 

Calomel gr. iv ; 

Pulv. opii gr. i. M. quam primum su- 

mend. 


Half-past five a.m. Shortly after the last 
report she vomited a large quantity of 
watery fluid, and had a stool of the same 
character. ‘The stimulant effects of the last 
injection continued for about three hours ; 
for about an hour she was entirely free from 
cramps, but they have returned, and been 
very violent since, with much vomiting; 
the pulse has gradually sunk, and is now 
almost imperceptible; the face covered 
with clammy perspiration; her thirst is 
very urgent, and she complains of debility, 
and of a sense of heat, although the surface 
is below the natural standard. She had a 
draught containing acetate of morphia, but 
it was immediately rejected. She has had 
two guoyich-coloued liquid stools. She 
passes urine involuntarily, and in great 
quantity. 

Half. past six a.m. Pulse quite imper- 
ceptible; has vomited and purged fre- 
quently since last report ; cramps very se- 
vere; tongue remarkably blanched ; sur- 
face cold. 

At halt-past seven the injection was re- 
peated to the amount of ten pounds, with 
the addition of ten grains of sulphate of 
quinine. After the operation the pulse was 
94, and of good strength; no thirst; face 
flushed; heat of nataral; she hag 


the community ; more particularly to those | 

labouring under some chronic affection. 

honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

| 


no pain, and says she feels quite revived.| June ?. est four a.m: Pulse 68, and 

Continue a good of restlessness and 

Calomel c. opii. Hab, tin. hollandensis os. | constant. mecming. Six pounds and 

Halispast eleven a.m. The pulse isagain ng effvet on the rapidity of the: pulse, but 
ble ; vomiting very severe ; inereased its 


face cold; is very restless; continues to 

some urine. The injection was re- 
, with the same effects 
as in the last instance. 

Nine p.m. Pulse 80, and irregular ; 
vomiting and “thirst cootinue; purging 
rather less, but of the same character ; skin 
natural ; passes urine, 

Calomel gr. iv ; 
Opii gr. j; nocte meridieque sumend. 
Hab. enema commune. 

May 30. Ninea.m. Pulse 64; thirst, 
vomiting, and purging, continue; tongue 
foul, but rather cleaner than yesterday ; 
thinks she passed urine during the night. 


h very 
‘To continue the pills, snd to have sods 
powders with gioger. ‘ 

Eleven a.m. Pulse 78, and full; tongue 
clean ; heat of skin natural; she rested for: 
_ Some time after the transfusion ; passed two 
jor three bilious fluid stools; vomits green 
bilious fluid frequently ; urine natural ; is 
altogether much easier and more tranquil. . 
Continue Pil, et haust. efferv. App. emp. 
opii epigast. 

Half-past four The vomiting has 
‘continued almost ly since last re- 
port; it was relieved for afew minutes by 
\1ce and the opium plaster, but shortly re- 
|turned, She complains constantly of thirst, 
‘and, latterly, of faintness, and desires her 


Hab, statim enema senne c. sulph. magnesi¢. | head to be sponged with cold water her 


Hab. pil. calomel c. colocynth. ij, 2da quaqua 
hora. 

Nine pan. Pulse 92; skin natural ; has 
had no vomiting or purging since morning ; 
has passed a small quantity of urine; 
tongue furred, but cleaner and moister than 
at lost report. Repeat 

Pilule et enema, 
Hab. spir. eth. nitrici Zi subinde. 


31. Half-past nine. Pulse 80; has vo- 
mited once since last report; had two dark- 
stools from enema ; hag passed no 
urine since last report ; complains of slight 
dry cough. Continue Pilule et sp. ath. nitr. 
One p.m. Pulse 76; tongue cleaner; 
skin countenance natural ; has had no 
stool since last report; has passed about 
3xvj of urine, and is much easier. Con- 
tinue. 

Nine p.m. Palse 80, feeble; tongue 
moist, but furred; skin natural; complains 
much of thirst, and vomits fi ntly; had 
one stool siuce morning exis. Con- 
tinue Pilule. Hab, vin. rub. subinde. 

June 1, Half-past nine a.m. Pulse 80, 
feeble ; tongue furred; vomiting was very 
severe in the night, and she was ordered 

Capsici gr. iij ; 

Calomel gr. iss ; 

Opii gr. 2da qq. hora. 
After the third or fourth dose it abated 
somewhat, and is now better; has had no 
stool ; passes urine freely. Continue Pi- 
lul@ capsici. Applic. hirud. xx epigast. 

Nine p.m. Pulse 89; tongut foul ; has 
had a blister applied to her back, and taken 
three drops of hydrocyanic acid without an 
effect on the vomiting; has had one stoah. 
Pilule capsici omni hora. Abrad. 


pulse is 70, and tolerably full; skin of 
natural temperature ; constant restlessness, 
and slightly delirious. 

At her urgent desire the injection was 

ed. Five pounds of water with six 
drops of liq. mur. morphiw were thrown in, 
She seemed to become more collected, and 
the pulse became fuller; no other change 
was perceptible. 

Half. past one Pulse 80, and pretty 
full ; skin natural ; tongue cleaner ; vomit- 
ing has abated since inj-ction ; has had one 
brownish stool ; passes urine freely. Omit 
Pilule capsici. Hab. pit. calomel ¢. colo- 
eynth. ij, 2da quaqua hora, 

June 3. Threea.m. The vomiting 
tinued almost incessantly till within the last 
hour, when it seemed to be relieved by a sup- 
pository of opium gr.v, and a small quantity 
of pure brandy. She has had one or two 
stools, with a good deal of tenesmus, which 
was also relieved by the suppository ; 
pulse 7. 

Sixa.m. Pulse 72, and soft; purging 
and vomiting less since last report. Con- 
tinue Pilula@ calomel c. coloenth. 

Twelve. Noon. Pulse 70, pretty full ; 
skin cool; vomiting of dark bilious fluid 
continues; has passed several slimy evacu- 
ations in bed; urine nataral. Continue 


pilule. 
Nine p.m. Pulse 76; tongue clean; 
skin ; Vomiting continues ; there is 


considerable fulness of abdomen. Continue 


Pilula, Hab. enema purgans, et rep. post hor, 
ij si opus sit. App. emp. opii epigast, 
Midnight. The enema was returned al+ 

most immediately, with some ‘mixture of 

feculent matter; the vomiting is less ur- 
gent, and she has slept a good deal. 
4 Tenam, Pulse 70; tongue clean ; 


ees 
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skin cool; had several dark-fluid motions 
during the night; passes urine. 
Hab. pil. calomel, colocynth, et sulphat. quine. 

Seven p.m. Palse 76; tongue pretty 
Clean; skin natural ; has had several dark- 
fluid feculent stools, Complains of fulness, 
and slight be on pressure of the abdomen. 
Continue Pilule. Hab, enema purgans sta- 
tim. 

5. Eight a.m. Pulse 94; tongue clean; 
ro natural ; bas had one bilious motion 
uring the night. 
Hab. pil. calomel c. colotynth ij, 2da qq. hora. 

Nine p.m. Pulse 68; tongue dry; skin 
hot; vomiting less urgent; has had one 
more nataral stool; passes her urine in 
bed. Continue Pil. Hab. enema statim. 

6. Tenam,. Pulse 68; tongue clean, 
but ary 5 heat of surface natural ; had no 
stool ~y the night ; passes urine freely. 
Continue Pil. Rep. enema. 

Eleven p.m. Pulse 76; skin and tongue 
Natural ; has had three fiuid feculent mo- 
tions ; moath slightly sore. Omit Pilule. 
Hab. ol. ricini 38s, cras mane. Reported 
convalescent. 

7. Tena.m. Pulse 64; tongue clean ; 
rather drowsy; had two stools since last 
report. Hub. vin. rub. 3j, 2da qq. hora. 

Nine p.m. Pulse 76; tongue and skin 
natural ; bowels open. Omit Medicamenta 
omnia, 

9. Com of diarrhea; in other re- 
spects well. 

Hab. haust. rhei statim, et post horas tres 

tinct. opii gtt. xx. 

Continued well in the convalescent ward 
for ten days longer, when she left the hos- 


G. M. 
Drummond Street Hospital, 
Edinburgh. 


PREVENTION OF CHOLERA. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancet. 


Sie,—Having had the opportunity of 
observing this disease in every degree dur- 
ing its progress in Lyan | have endeavoured 
to ascertain the juvantia et ledentia, both in 
diet and medicine. 

In July last cholera made its appearance 
in that part of Lynn which is called North 
End,” where the fishermen reside, — a 
situation most conducive to a rapid exten- 
sion of the disease, and there certainly was 
(judging from the first few cases) an ex- 
pectation of such a result. Fearing this, 
and explaining my views to our dispensary 
surgeon, whose assiduity in this epidemic | 
am in justice bound to declare been 


ease should itself, every individual 
residing in or communica 
tion with the patient or family, should take 
the following medicine. 

RK Misture crete f. Bviiss ; 

Tincture catechu f. 38s ; 
Olii menthe piperite, guttasiv. Misce, 
Dosis pro etate adult cochlearia 
duo ampla ter quotidie. 

This medicine is one of every-day use in 
diarrhea ; but the novelty of practice con- 
sists in the time of administering it, a time, 
I grant, very unusual for a ical man to 
a. Still, under all circumstances 

consider the practice defensible, whether 
we look to the great susceptibility of the 
whole alimentary canal to morbid impres- 
sions at this season, or the importance of 
inspiring confidence and firmness of nerve, 
a thing very difficult at the present juncture, 
It was therefore with no ordinary pleasure 
that I found this last effect realized. The 
progress of the disease was soon and sen- 
sibly arrested. I can adduce many instances 
of families, in each of which a death from 
the most malignant type had taken place, 
without any of the others (who had re- 
gularly taken the medicine) becoming 
affected with it, or even experiencing pre- 
monitory symptoms. 1 amnot so dogmatical 
as to assert, that this was a sequence result- 
ing from the use of these means, but there 
seems great probability of it; and I can 
safely aver, numerous cases, that no 
ill consequence has followed the practice. 
The practice may seem tame and inert, but 
I venture to anticipate, that a trial of it in 
any place will be found greatly conducive 
in checking the progress of this most pes- 
tilential disease. 

Having closely attended a malignant and 
fatal ease on the 30th of June, Lexperienced 
on the following morning some nausea with 
slight diarrhea, a peculiar sensation of 
numbness in my legs, inability in the 
muscles to perform their function well, and 
a tendency to cramp. I immediatly pro- 
cured a cretaceous astringent mixture with 
an increase of cretaand gum, over that which 
the pbarmacopeia prescribes, and have 
taken it regularly more or less up to the 
present time, without the least incouve- 
nience as regards its constipating effect, 
having only om two ocasions requi 
simple enema of halfa pint of water, in 
preference to taking any kind of aperient. 

The diticulty of procuring reaction 
under extreme evacuations, induced me to 
attempt the prevention of the preliminary 
stace. 

During the time this epidemic has pre- 
vailed amongst us, the cases of diarrhea, ot 
diarrhea combined with vomiting, have 
been exceedingly numerous and severe in 


pi 
| 
| 
unremitting, | a 


the dispensary practice, They have all 
yielded to the cretaceous astringent medi- 
gine alone, or united with moderate doses 
of laudanum, without one particle of mer- 
cury in any form, and not one case has 
subsequently been attacked with cholera. 

Several of my medical brethren in Lynn, 
of extensive practice, have assured me that 
the same has obtained with them; one of 
them, however, prefers the infusa catechu 
to the combination of creta and catechu. It 
strikes me, however, that creta is more 

icularly beneficial at the present period, 
en that alkali is preferable which in 
union with an acid will not form a purga- 
tive compound, and such unquestionably is 
the carbonate of lime, in preference to the 
salts of soda or potash. 

Although the treatment of cholera is 
foreign to this letter, 1 wish to observe, 
that the suggestion thrown out by Mr. 
Searle, of injecting serum lactis into the 
veins, in lien of saline solution, was tried 
by me on the 6th of July lust, and I am 
sorry to say, not with success ; the patient, 
however, was, in fact, moribund, and quite 
unconscious of what was passing. On this 
account, therefore, I am not disposed to 
relinquish the plan, but purpose repeating 
it earlier in the disease, not by injection but 
gravitation, under the regulating power of 
a stop-cock, for which purpose I have con- 
trived an instrnament.—I have the honour 
to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Joun Wayre, M.D. 
Lynn, Sept. 3, 1852. 


CASE OF 
MALIGNANT CHOLERA 


THREE DAYS AFTER PARTURITION, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Str,—As a member of the profession, I 
deem it my duty to lay before you an ac- 
count of the treatment adopted by me in a 
case of malignant cholera (from which the 
patient is happily restored to health), in- 
asmuch as the applications confirm the 
views and treatment of other satisfactory 
reports recorded in your valuable work. 

M. D., aged 20, residing in a central 
part of London, was delivered after a natu- 
ral labour, and the secondines expelled 


ASE OF CHOLERA AFTER PARTURITION. 


Aug. 29. of pain, increased 
by pressure, in the uterine region. Had 
severe rigors ; pulse 130, sharp ; skin hot ; 
nausea and restlessness; lochia and milk 
ceasing; tongue clean; thirst; oil had 
operated three times. inflamma- 
tion of the uterus, or its appendages ; bled 
her to sixteen ounces. Calomei gr. ij, 
opium gr. 4, every four hours. Warm fo- 
mentations to the abdumen. 

Evening, ten o'clock. Blood cupped, and 
strongly buffed. The nausea and pain on 
pressure had increased ; pulse quicker but 
smaller; the bowels gently acted upon. 
Perstat in usu pil. Hirudines x parti do- 
lenti, et emp. lytt@ scrobic. cordis, To re- 
lieve the nausea—soda water in small doses. 

Morning, Aug. 30. The disease now 
developed itself; eyes sunk; tongue and 
breath cold; incessant purging and vomit- 
ing of rice-coloured matter; pulse small, 
and hardly to be distinguiched ; coldness ; 
non-secretion of milk or urine; cramps 
and prostration of vital powers; incessant 
thirst. Calomel gr. j, opii gr. %, cam- 
phor gr. ii, and capsici gr. i, every } of 
an hour, and one ounce a water occa- 
sionally, with bottles of hot water con- 


stantly applied. 
Evening. unmisigated. 
Morning. t. 1. Symptoms the same, 


with the exception that the pulse and heat 
of body are improving. Continue the pills, 

Evening. Warmer; pulse improving ; 
nausea less ; purging less; sense of heat in 
the stomach; no ptyalism ; continue the 
pills every two hours, omitting the capsicum 
and camphor ; nawsee.and purging less, and 


green. 

Sept. 2. Pulse stronger; biliary stools; 
urine and milk secreted, and signs of im- 
provement in‘every respect. Slight sore- 
ness of mouth. 

3. Has feculent stools ; increased secre- 
tions of milk and urine; ptyalism con- 
tinues mild, although she has taken 160 
grains of the submuriate. 

The infant has been rather poorly during 
the night, and is this day cold and col- 
lapsed. Gave it two grains of calomel and 
some carminative mixture, and directed 
the warm-bath friction. 

4. The child in ev respect better. 
The mother improved, a | requiring merely 
laxatives and nutriment ; ptyalism trifling. 


soon after by nature, on Sunday, the 26th 
of August, and continued in every respect | 
doing well during the two succeeding days, | 
taking as a laxative some castor oil early on 

the morning of the 29th. | 
- I shall therefore proceed, from this date, | 
to give you a history of the precursory, de- 
ceitful symptoms, and their treatment, as 
they daily developed themselves, j 


During my attendance on this lady, I 
have had fans my care a gentleman afflict- 
ed with nearly the same train of symptoms, 
and quite as bad, who was treated in the 
same manner, and on the appearance of ptya- 
lism recovered, but it did not go to so 
reat an extent ; he also took calomel large- 
'y- lam yours, &e. 

H. E. Cavrcu, M.R.C.S, 

94, Chancery Lane, Sept. 5, 
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. MR, DUFTON’S CASE OF 


TREATMENT OF 
MALIGNANT CHOLERA 
(When Collapse has taken place) 
WITH THE 
NITRIC ACID BATH, &c. 
By W. Esq., M.R.C.S., 
Birmingham. 


T. Barratt, aged eight years, was seized 


with vomiting and purging while at school 
a little before noon on Wednesday the 29th 


MALIGNANT CHOLERA, "S53 


evacuation during the night of the same 
character. Put him into a bath as hot as he 
could bear, containing about ten 
water, and half a pound ofstrong matric acid ; 
he had not been in five minutes, before the 
tongue became quite warm, the skin red, and 
the carotid arteries beat so violently as to 
be perceptible at a distance from the bath, 
and the pulse rose both in frequency and 
in volume. After tenminutes he was re- 
moved to bed, and bled to the amount of 
two ounces. ‘The blood drawn was red 
like arterial blood, and after standing two 
hours contained but little serum. 

Mercurial friction to be repeated to the 
amount of half an ounce immediately, ef- 


of August. I saw him at 5 o’clock pres 
his eyes were then sunk, lips livid, hands 


blue, and rice-watery evacuations passed | 


involuntarily, with continual vomiting of 
the same kind of fiuid ; tongue cold, breath 
cold, pulse imperceptible, frequent sigh- 
ings the whole surface of the body quite 
» and the voice extremel feeble ; in 
fact when I first saw him, the direct im- 
pression upon my mind was that he was 
dying,—he was in a complete state of col- 
. lLordered a hot bath to be immedi- 
ately gotready, and inthe meantime gavehim 
a little brandy-and-water, with a few drops 
of tincture of opium,?oth of which were im- 
mediately ejected from the stomach. The 
bath was ready in about an hour; it con- 
sisted of about six gallons of water, and 
three ounces of nitro-muriatic acid. I had 
him placed in this up to the chin, and 
rubbed well with the hand of an assistant 
during the time he continued in the bath,— 
a period perhaps of twenty minutes. His 
Caan became perceptible when he had 
in the bath about ten minutes, and 
before he was taken out, beat with con- 
siderable force ; his tongue which was 
and cold, became moist and warm, thoug 
still below the natural temperature ; he ex- 
pressed himself better, and desired to be 
removed to bed. 
My little patient appeared now to have 
recovered from the dreadful state of col- 
pe which had threatened immediate 


Five grains of calomel with five drops of 
tincture of opium, to be given immediately, 
the dose to be repeated in five minutes ; 
both doses were immediately rejected. 1 
now ordered an ounce of mercurial ointment 
to be rubbed upon the thighs at three times, 
one third immediately, another in an hour, 
‘and the remainder at the end of two hours, 
and I left him about midnight. Thursday 
morning saw him at eight o'clock. He had 
vomi occasionally during the night ; 
tongue much the same heat ; skin warm ; 


fervescing draughts with a view of allaying 
| the sickness, and one tablespoonful of cold 
water to be given when thirsty. Noon. 
Sickness not so severe ; one grain of calo- 
mel, made into a small pill, to be given 
every five minutes. Evening. Vomiting 
took place after each pill, and they were 
consequently discontinued ; mercurial fric- 
tion to be repeated. Friday morning. 
Mouth affected by the mercury, tongue 
vatural warmth, and my patient better in 
every respect. Noon. Much improved, 
pulse 100 and of good volume; extracted 
three ounces of blood. Afternoon. Mouth 
not so sore; mercurial friction to be re- 
peated, and as he had made no water since 
his attack, and the irritability of the sto- 
mach had in some degree subsided, or- 
dered 20 drops of nitrous wther to be given 
in a little water every hour, and to have 
carbonate of soda dissolved in water to 
drink when thirsty. 11 o'clock p.m. Had 
made water freely, a secretion which had 
now been suspended for sixty hours. Sa- 
turday morning, Sept. ist. Not quite so 
well ; had got out of bed early in the morn- 
ing, and drank a great quantity of water, 
which produced vomiting ; mouth not so 
sore; mercurial friction to be repeated, 
Noon. Complained of pain in his head ; 
extracted four ounces of blood, and ordered 
the body to be sponged with nitric acid and 
water (warm), 5 o'clock p.m. Had a 
copious green watery, biliary. evacuation, 
and had vomited some of the same sort of 
fluid, which continued during the greater 
part of the evening, but was very much al- 


layed by large quantities of carbonate of 
soda. 
It is un to state the subsequent 


treatment, which consisted chiefly of car- 
bonate of magnesia, soda, &c., and light 
diet. He required great attention during 
the three following days, at the end of which 
time he began grt ly to improve, and is 
now, with the exception of debility, quite 
well. 


Birmingham, Sept. 10, 1852, 
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SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT OF 
CHQLERA wita MUSK, 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer, 


Sin,—I have lately employed musk in 
several cases of cholera, with a success so 
nniform and decisive, as to make its intro- 
duction desirable, without loss of time, to 
the notice of the whole profession. I ad- 
dress you at so late a period in the week, 
that I must confine my observations to a 
mere announcement of the fact, but I pur- 

soon to forward to you cases in detail. 

t may not, however, be irrelevant pow to 

state, that the results obtained by myself 

have been rather extensively corroborated 

in the practice of a friend with whom [| 
communicated on the subject. 

The salutary influence of the first dose of 
musk will be tound to become manifest, by 
greatly mitigating, in a very few minutes, 
and, in many cases, by etfectually removing, | 
the cramps, the purging, and the vomiting, 
My plan has been to give at once fifteen 
grains, rubbed into a draught with a lump 
of sugar and a wineglassful of cold water ; | 
and I am justified in reporting that this | 
first step, if taken promptly, will scarcely | 
ever fuil so to arrest the progress of the | 
disease, as to leave the patient to easy and | 
ordinary convalescence. This treatment. 
has been proposed through one of its mem- | 
bers to the City Board of Health, by whom | 
it will be submitted to further probation 3 
but as general deductions can be safely 
drawn only from extensive trials ender 
various circumstances, I hope, through 
your instrumentality, that it will be adopt- 
ed simultaneously throughout the country. 
So evident is the action of musk in cholera, | 
that the practitioner will experience no 
difficulty in determining whether he need 
repeat its exhibition, or whether, having | 
subdued the immediate cause of the disease 
by the first dose, he should direct his atten- 
tion to the removal of its consequence by 
the ordinary means. I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
Laie. 
48, Finsbury Square, Sept. 12, 1832. 


CHOLERA AFTER INTOXICATION, 


Not only does habitual intoxication strongly 
ispose to the cholera, but a fit of intoxication, 
uring the prevalence of the epidemic, is extremely 
apt to be immediately followed by an attack. 
Of this M. Brierre de Boismont has given the fol- 
lowing remarkable illustration :—* Three butchers 
Visited @ tavern, abandoned themselves to every 
, Sort of excess, and drank till they were intoxicated, 
so that they were carried home senseless. A few 
hours scarcely elapsed when the miserable men 
were seized with all the symptoms of cholera, which 
advanced with such rapidity as tg prove tatal to the 
| 


whole three withia four 
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THREE LETTERS 
ON THE TREATMENT OF 
MALIGNANT CHOLERA 
WITH PURGATIVES. 
By Jouy M‘Divirr, Esq., Surgeon, 
Kegworth, Leicester.* 
LETTER I. 
To the Secretary of the Centrat Boarp 
or Hearn, 


Sin,—Having attended, in conjunction 
with Mr. Day, the cases of cholera which 
have lately occurred at Barton, in the 


county of Nottingham, I beg leave to offer, 


for the consideration of the Central Board 
of Health, one or two improvements in the 
treatment of the malady, to which we have 
been led by almost incessant attendance on 
every severe case, and by diligently ob- 
serving the effects of the different i 
measures employed, 


The subject to which I would first aye | 


the attention of the Board, as being oue 
vital importance, is the propriety of using 


|in the early stage of the disease, and even 


after collapse bas commenced, the most 
powerful purgatives, instead of attempting 
to restrain the action of the bowels by opiate 
and other astringent medicines. In every 


Jone of our fatal cases, we had been able 


both to check completely the purging and 
vomiting, and te raise the body to its na- 
tural temperature ; but no sooner had we 
effected these objects, than the respiration 


|invariably became laborious and impeded, 


and death in a very short time ensued, 
Reflecting on these iacts, we were led to 
consider whether, by the exhibition of large 
doses of purgative medicines, our practice 
might not be rendered more successful, 
To the adoption of such a plan of treatment 
we were besides encouraged, by certain 
appearances discovered on inspecting the 
body of a patient who died of the disease on 
Saturday the 11th ult. The stomach and 
bowels were found filled, almost to disten- 
tion, with the peculiar serous fluid of which 
both the vomitings and the stools during 
life had consisted; and the mucous mem- 
brane of the intestinal tube, throughout its 
whole extent, was covered with a thick 
coating of muco-albuminous effusion. From 
these facts, taken in conjunction with the 
ones already mentioned, it appeared evi- 
deat that it was a fatally erroneous idea to 
suppose that the danger of the disease 
was diminished, when the purging and 
vomiting were restrained, The true in- 
dication of cure, on the contrary, seemed 


Communicated by the Ceutral Board, 


to be, to assist the natural efforts of the 
‘system to expel the accumulated contents 
of the stomach and bowels. The thick 
coating with which the mucous membrane 
was covered, showed that, before it could 
be properly acted on, a large dose of some 
btrong purgative would require to be ad- 
ministered. 

Impressed with these truths, we resolved, 
whenever another case should occur, to give 
the purgative plan of treatment a full and a 
fair trial. An opportunity soon offered itself. 
On that very night we were called to a child, 
aged seven years, whose father, mother, 
and sister, hud all, within the space of four 


i 
had refused to acknowledge her illness ; 


and she was then rapidly sinking into the | 
An emetic was imme-. 


stage of collapse 
diately given, and as soon after its operation 
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covered with bile. A striking change was 
now visible in the patient’s countenance. 
The lips had become quite red ; the cheeka 
and forehead had lost much of their dingy, 
leaden appearence; and the h did not 
seem so deeply sunk as they had previously 
done. The voice, too, was more natural ; 
the pulse was not merely perceptible, but 
somewhat full and regular ; and respiration 
was performed with comparative ease. Thus 
she continued until near 6 o’c!ock in the 
afternoon, about which time she suddenly 
began to sink, and very soon she appeared 
to be moribund. From this state, however, 
we succeeded in raising her, merely by 


days, died of the malady. She had been | giving, every now and then, when she was 
= leone during the whole of the day, but |capable of swa!lowing it, a teaspoonful of 


arrow-root with brandy. Subsequently, 
she fell into typhus fever, under which she 
still labours. 

I have entered pretty fully into the de- 


as the stomach was quieted—which object | tail of the above case, because 1 feel 
was speedily attained by placing the pa- | thoroughly convinced, that, had it not been 
tient’s feet in hot water, and by administer- | for the system of active purgation which was 


ing a few drops of the black drop in pepper- | 
min 


followed in it, the little patient never could 


t water—a large dose of calomel was | have got through the stage of collapse into 


exhibited. This brought away during the 


night several copious rice-water stools, after | 
each of which our little patient continued | 


which, when we were first called to her, 
she had already begun to enter. 
Another case has since occurred in which 


for a considerable time greatly relieved | the purgative plan of treatment, owing to 


from the indescribable feelnys of distress | 


Which are usually attendant upov this awful 
disease. About seven o'clock on the fol- 
Towing morning, the stomach, which had 
remained during the night, became 
again affec with nausea, on account of 
which symptom half a grain cf opium, 
combined with two grains of calomel, was 


its having been instituted at an early stage 
of the disease, appeared even to greater ad~ 
vantage. 

_ The next point to which [ would advert 
is the immense importance of upholding the 
patient’s strength, which cannot but be 
=, exhausted by the excessive secretion 
into the alimentary canal. This was weil 


given with the desired effect. Two hours exemplified in the case just related, in 


afterwards, respiration becoming very !a- | 
borious, and symptoms of collapse again 
making their appearance, five grains of ca- | 
Jomel were administered. This was fol- | 
lowed by a plentiful dejection, in which it 
was remarked that there was contained 
very large proportion of the flocculent 
matter, an appearance which experience | 
had taught us to regard as highly favourable | 
in its import. 
, Between 10 and 11 o'clock, the patient | 
was seen by Dr. Blake, of Nottingham, the | 
author of the valuable essay on delirium 
tremens, who concurred in the propriety of 
iving another dose of calomel, together 
with a drop of the croton oil ; and who pre- 
atribed, in addition, a drachm of tartarized | 
soda, to be taken in an effervescing dravght 
every half hour, till the bowels should | 


which death must undoubtedly have very 
soon ensued, had we not, by cautiously amd 
perseveringly supplying the orguns of nu- 
trition with material to work upon, tempted 
them to resume the exercise of their " 
tions. Indeed, I have no doubt that nuwe- 
rous lives have been lost merely from this 


lone essential particular not having been 


duly attended to. I would, therefore, 
strongly recommend that in every case the 
patient should be allowed, from the very 
commencement of the disease, as much 
chicken-broth as he pleases. By this means 


,the operation of the purgative medicines 


would be encouraged ; ‘the intense thirst, 
which is one of the must distressing symp- 
toms of the maledy, would be relieved ; the 
bowels would be soothed, and induced to 
retew their office of absorption; and thas 


be once more thoroughly acted on. In the the system would be enabled to bear up 
second evacuation which was passed after against the violence of the disease. This 
these medicines were taken, a slight tinge measure has jn its favour the recommenda- 
of ‘bile could be discerned; and in the tion of Sydenham, an authority of no small 
succeeding one there were seen floating weight in anything relating to practice, 

on the surface, several little round lumps; .While we continued to upon the 
of mucus, the shaggy surface of which was i Purging as a very formidable symptom, we 
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were in the habit of employing a mixture | both the cases of cholera in which J repre- 
which Mr. Day had long found singularly sented the purgative plan of treatment to 
efficacious in the common cholera. It is | have proved so beneficial, have since ter- 
composed+@f one drachm of nitrous acid,| minated fatally. The child (Chamberlin) 
trom 40 to 60 drops of laudanum, and half whose case | detailed in my former commu- 
a pint of comphor mixture. The dose is nication, and who, I said, was still labour- 
two or three tublespoonfuls every second ing under typhus fever consequent upon 
or third hour. This medicine we still con-| the malady, died at seven o'clock on Sun- 
tinue to use, not heeause it has a tendency day morning last. For three or four days 
tocheck the purging, but because it seems previously, there had been symptoms of 
to exert a beneficial inflvence on the lining cerebral congestion, for which a blister had 
membrane of the intestines, probably by its | been twice applied to the nape of the neck, 
action on the thick muco-albuminous coat | and other suitable remedies used. On Sa- 
with which it iscovered, Wehave thouzht, turday morning sie began to reject by 
too, that in conjunction with the nitro- vomiting whatever was given her, whether 
muriatic acid bath, it has had considerable | food or medicine ; and on the evening of 
effect in re-establishing the biliary secre- | that day the woman in attendance upon her 
tion. remarked, that when drink was offered to 
When I speak of the above measures as her, ber hand wandered widely from the 
having proved eminently advantageous, itis cup which she attempted to grasp. Early 
not, of course, my intention to represent all on the following morfing she was seized 
others as either useless or injurious. There with a severe rigor, which she did not loug 
are several, on the contrary, which may, Survive. 
under certain circumstances, be not merely | The second case was that of Thomas 
admissib'e but absolutely neces:ary. Blood- Glover, aged two years and eight months. 
letting is one of these; but of its effects, This child was attacked on Monday the 13th 
when employed in union with the purga- ult., about eleveu o'clock a.m., and was seen 
tive plan of treatment, I cannot speak from | by both Mr. Day and mea few minutes 
experience. ‘The propriety of giving stimu- afterwards. The purging and vomiting 
lants, too, even while abstracting blood and were violent, and, short as had been the 


administering purgative medicines, is un- 
questionable. 


linterval from the moment when the little 


patient was first discovered to be ill, marks 


In venturing to lay before the Board the | of deep-felt distress were evident in its 


above observations, I have been actuated 
solely by one motive—the wish to procure 
a sufficiently extensive trial for measures 
which, both from reasoning and from expe- 
rience, | conscientiously believe to be ex- 
tremely beneficial. Some of these measures 
may not be altogether new, but that is a 
matter about which I do not concern myself. 
I see in every newspaper, in every medical 
periodical which 1 take up, methods of cure 
the most absurd or the most pernicious, con- 
fidently recommended to the public. | con- 
sider it, therefore, a sacred duty which I 
owe to humanity, to come forward and make 
known a plan of treatment from which we 
have experienced the most excellent effects. 
In doing this I have mis-stated nothiag—I 
have kept back no important fact—I have 
explained the grounds upon which our prac- 
tical conclusions have been founded ; and, 
should further experience not confirm the 
truth of the principles laid down by me, | 
shall not be backward either in rejecting 
them myself, or in persuading others to do 
so.—1 am, Sir, Joun M'Divirr, 
Aug. 18th. 


LETTER Il. 
Sir,—In reply to letter of the 20th 
ult., which = did’me the honour to ad- 
dress to me, I regret to have to state, that 


countenance. A hippo emetic was admi- 
nisterrd on the spot, and, when its opera- 
tion had ceased, the child was placed in a 
warm-bath. This measure having fuiled 
completely to tranquillize the stomach, three 
drops of the black drop were given ina 
teaspoonful of peppermint-water. This 
was followed, in the course of fifteen or 
twenty minutes, by an eight-grain dose of 
calemel, which was repeated an hour after- 
wards, At first the dejections consequent 
upon the exhibition of this medicine, con- 
sisted merely of the rice-water fluid so often 
mentioned as characteristic of the malady, 
Towards night, however, they began to 
alter ; some traces both of bile and of feces 
making their appearance, and on the follow- 
ing morning they were of a bluish slate 
colour. The condition of the little patient 
was now wonderfully improved. It was 
apparently quite free from pain; and ex- 
cept that the forehead had not yet quite 
lost its dingy leaden hue, and that the eyes, 
heavy and sunken, and having the under half 
of the conjunctiva completely covered with 
a net-work of injected blood-vessels, an ap- 
pearance first pointed out to us by Dr. 
Blake, and which we have never yet found 
wanting in any genuine case of cholera, still 
retained a livid circle 
were no symptoms present, by which even 
an experienced person could satisfy bi 
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that the child shad been, and indeed still clammy perspiration. A little brandy and 
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was, labouring under cholera, On the after-| hot water were given, and very soon after- 
noon of this day, the nitro muriatic acid| wards a scruple dose of calomel. When 
bath was used with considerable benefit, | dread was no longer entertained of the calo- 
and towards night the evacuations from the mel being rejected by the stomach, a little 
bowels having ceased, while the abdomen more brandy and hot water were allowed, 
felt full, and the respiration was laborious, and the patient was permitted to drink 
another dose of calomel was given. Several freely of any warm, bland, and nourishing 
ious stools, containing an abundance of liquid. In ‘ubout three quarters of an hour 
bile, were passed daring the night, and, on! she passed a very large watery evacuation, 
the following morning, we found our little which was followed by others at different 
tient in a state which might have well intervals during the whole of the day. The 
Justified us in entertaining the most confi- patient was not a little surprised to find 
dent hopes of his recovery. From this pe-' that, instead of being rendered weaker by 
riod until Sunday last (the day before that these evacuations, she felt as if she guther- 
on which he died), there was not a single ed strength from each, She passed a pretty 
symptom which could lead us to anticipate favourable night, and on the following 
an unfavourable result. All that we did,| morning took, with great pleasure, another 
therefore, was to endeavour to keep up a dose of the calomel, which consisted, how- 
healthy condition of the hepatic aud intesti-' ever, only of ten grains. On Sunday worn- 
nal secretions by a small dose of the hydr.c. ing she felt quite relieved ; her stcols had 
creta, given every night and morning; and become of a natural colour, and she com- 
by a little saline aperient medicine, ad-' plained merely of debility. For this, gentle 
ministered twice or three times aday. On tonic medicines were prescribed, and she is 
Sunday morning the little patient appeared now, I am happy to say, convalescent. 
drowsy, and on being roused, was exceed-| It will be remarked, that in this case, as 
ingly peevish and irritable. Towards even- | well as in that of the grondchild Glover, 
ing coma came on, ond the eyes were calomel was the only purgative employed. 
turned up, leaving nothing more than the Our reason for this was, that both patients 
under half of the conjunctiva visible. Dur- were exceedingly feeble, and we had an 
ing the night two or three convulsive fits opinion that culomel, while it would prove 
occurred, and on the foliowing morning the sufficiently active in its operation, would 
child expired. |be considerably, less irritating then any 
It will readily, I think, be admitted that other energetic purgotive. Under other 
the fatal termination of these two cases can- circumstances we would have joined, as un 
not, in the slightest degree, detract from auxiliary to the calomel, the croton oil. 
the merits of the purgative plan of treat-| Besides the cases above related, we had, 
ment, In neither case did death take place within the Jast few days, two others. Of 
before the eighth day, long before which | these, one was very mild, and the patient, 
time the original malady might very fairly without owing much to medicine, is already 
have been said to have entirely ceased, convalescent. In the other, which was an 
The true cause of death, in both patients, exceedingly severe case, we are at this 
was cerebral congestion, an affection which, | moment making « further trial of the plan 
in such young subjects, is very likely to of treatment by purgatives, Should the 
supervene upon any violent disease what-| Board not think me tiresome, I shall pro- 
éver. But any comments on the facts of bably trouble you with the result of this 
the cases are, | believe, unnecessary. ‘ease. 1 have the honour to be, &c. 
I shell now briefly detail a case which} Aug. 2vnd. 
was under treatment at the date of my 
last communication, snd to which, as 
the event was doubtful, I did not then her. oe 3 
Mary North 78 years, dmother I had the honour of addressing to you, 
the tent to acquaint the Bourd with the 
upon it from Monday, the day on which it ‘termination of a case of cholera, in which 
was attacked, until Wednesday night. She, we were at that time making a further trial 
then went to her own house, where she re- ofthe purgative plan of treatment. That 


Joun M‘Divirr. 


mained during the next day much indisposed | 
and affected with diarrhea. On Friday, 
morning the symptoms of ber illness be- | 
coming alarming, we were called in, We 
found her vomiting, and suffering from 
cramp about the heart and stomach. The 
pulse was exceedingly feeble, and her 


promise, as the issue of the case is no 
longer doubtful, I now hasten to fulfil. 
But, in the first place, it will be necessary 
for me to enter soméwhat into its details, 
in order to enable the Board to form a 
satisfactory opinion respecting the merits 
of the plan of treatment pursued in it. 
John Glover, aged 26 years, a labourer, 
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and father of the child of that name, whose|the evacuations. But the bowels now, 
ense I have already reported, began to feel| ceasing to act, while the breathing con- 
indisposed on Sunday r 4 19th ult. He had tinued rather lnborious, another scruple of 
diarrhea, together with a feeling of uneasi- calomel was given, together with one drop 
ness about the stomach, for which he took of croton oil, These medicines operated 
a calomel and opium pill, and also a dose of briskly during the night, and a repetition 
the nitrous acid mixture. By these medi-. of them on the following morning brought 
cines the above-mentioned symptoms were away a large quantity ot dark green bile, 
telieved, and on the following morning he From this time the patient might be con- 
Went out as usual to his work. We saw sidered to be almost out of the reach of 
him at noon, when he complained of thirst, \danger. He remained, however, for two or 

in of the head, and general feverishness. | three days low and feeble; and, subse- 

was persuaded to confine himself to the | quently, there open sym of deter- 
house, and as his pulse was full and resist-| mination to the , for which a cold lo- 
ing, about sixteen ounces of blood were taken | tion was applied, and a little aperient medi- 
from his arm. ‘The blood flowed in a con-|cive given. During the whole of the period, 
tinued stream, but was, with the exception | of convalescence, we were particularly at- 


of the last two or three ounces, of a com- 
pletely atramentous appearance. On the 
next day he felt path better, and 
wished again to yo to work, but he was 
induced to defer domg so, Early on Wed- 
a. morning the diarrhaa returned, 
together with severe spasmodic pain about 
the precordia, nausea, and slight vomiting. 
When we visited him about noon, we found 
that the powers of life were rapidly yield- 
ing to ye violence of the disease. The 
pulse was exceedingly weak and flagging ;| 
the respiration was performed with great | 
labour ; the skin was partially covered with 
cold clammy perspirations ; the eyes were 
deeply sunk and surrounded wiih a livid 
circle; the face, hauds, and feet, were of a 
dirty leaden colour, and the most intense 
thirst was complained of. At this time the 
cramp about the stomach had entirely 
ceased, and the patient assured us that he 
had no pain whatever, Whale mentioning 
this fact, it may not be amiss to remark, 
that in two of our fatal cases, little or no 
eramp or pain was felt throughout the whole 
course of the malady. Indeed from what I 
have seen of the disease, I have no hesita- 
tion in saying that it may exist, and in a 
highly malignant form too, with scarcely 
any vomiting or purging, and altogether 
without cramps. 

A scruple dose of calomel was given to 
the patient on the spot ; and he was allowed, 
after the lapse of about half an hour, to 
drink as much chicken-broth as he pleased. 
Except the external application of heat, 
these were the only means of cure which 
were had recourse to. No brandy, no 
opiam, no stimulants whatever were ad- 
ministered ; and yet in a few hours, during 
which time several copious stools were 
passed, the condition of the patient was 
evidently very much improved, the pulse 


having become fuller and steadier, the 
xion as well as the voice more na- 

, and the couatenance much less ex- 
pressive of suffering and distress. A slight 


tentive to the state of the stomach and. 
bowels, but we could not discover in either 
the slightest mark of inflammation, A single 
fact, such as this, is sufficient to outweigh 
all the assertions that speculative men may 
make, respecting the danger of employing 
active purgutive medicines when such an. 
irritable state of the alimentary canal exists, 

Let us now briefly advert to another 
case, the only one that has occurred to us 
since the date of the foregoing. The pa- 
tient was Elizabeth Musson, atat. 14 years, 
who was attacked with purging, vomiting, 
&e., on the afternoon of Thursday, the. 
23rd ult. The stools, in the commence-, 
ment, contained both bile and faces; but, 
it was not long before they put on the rice- 
water appearance so characteristic of the 
malady. It is unnecessary to enter fully 
into a detail of the treatment, which was, in- 
almost every respect, similar to that em- 
ay in the case of Glover. Nearly thirty 

ours had elapsed before the peculiar floc- 
culent matter ceased to be visible in the 
evacuations, and not until then was purga- 
tion discontinued. The result has beer al- 
together satisfactory, The patient is already 
completely recovered. 

Hight days have now elapsed since the 
occurrence of the last of these cases; and 
it is not impossible that, in so retired a 
of the country, we may not have any fur- 
ther opportunities of applying to our prac- 
tice the certain test experience. We 
have already, however, seen enough of its 
good effects to convince us of its superiority 
over every other plan of treatment which 
has been bitherto proposed. In speaking 
thus, I give expression not merely to my 
own sentiments, but to those of Dr. Blake, 
who witnessed some of the cases, and of 
Mr. Day, who had a = part in the 
management of them all. bie 4 believe, as 
I do, that the doctrine which prescribes 
powerful astringents, and large quantities 
of energetic stinrulants, is at once false in 
theory and fatal in practice. They believe 


tinge of bile, too, began to be visible in 


that active purgation, by carrying off the 


unnatural contents of the bowels, and with 
them, possibly, the poison which produced 
the disease, relieves the breathing, quickens 
the circulation, and rouses the euergies of 
the whole + Such being the case, | 
am anxious that the praetice should be gene- 
rally known; and I feel assured that, if 
once fairly tried, it cannot fail strongly to 
recommend itself. I canscatcely, however, 
flatter myseif that, whatever I may say in 
its favour, it will receive that notice which 
it undoubtedly deserves. The public mind 
has been so mt disappointed by the failure 
of plans of treatment which have been held 
out as most efficacious, and of which the 
most pleasing hopes were entertained, that 
it is now almost disposed to succumb quietly 
to the overpowering evil. Even the treat- 
ment by saline injections into the veins, so 
contidently recommended by its first pro- 
poser, whose ‘‘Eureka” re-echoed through- 
out the country, was hailed almost univer- 
sally as the harbinger of a splendid triumph 
to science, has turned out on trial to be in- 
jurious rather thar beneficial. In such a 
state of things it behoves, I conceive, the 
Central Board of Health, in particular, to 
use every exertion that may tend to keep 
awake a spirit of investigation, and to pro- 
cure a fair and satisfuctory trial for every 
rational plan of treatment, no matter by 
whom it may happen to be proposed. I 
have the honour to be, Sir, your most obe- 
dient servant, M'Divirr. 
Kegworth, Leicestershire, 
Aig, 31st, 1832. 
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CIRCULARS ADDRESSED TO THE PROFFSSION 
BY THE CENTRAL BOARD OF HFALTIHs 


No. 1.—Council Office, Whitehall, 
Sept. 3, 1832. 

Sir,—The Central Board of Health being 
anxious to obtain, from authentic practical 
sources, short outlines of the different plans 
of treatment in cholera, which may have 

n consi most successful, | am di- 
rected to request that you will have the 
kindness to submit the enclosed (No. 2.) 
to the medical members of your board, and 
to any other medical gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood who may have had extene 
sive practice in the disease. You will also 
request the medical gentlemen in charge of 
cholera hospitals to fill up, and forward 
through you, a return of the following form, 
for each of these establishments within the 
district under the superintendence of your 
board. I am, Sir, your most obedient 
servant, 

(Signed ) Wa. Macrean 

To the Secretary of the Board of Health 


No. 2.—Council Office, Sept. 3, 1852, 

Medical gentlemen who have had expe- 
rience in the treatment of cholera, and are 
of opinion that they have heen successful 
in their practice, are requested to forward 
to the “Secretary of the Central Board of 
Health,” under cover to *‘ The Clerk of the 
Council in waiting, Whitehall,” a short 
account of their respective methods of treat- 
ment of the epidemi¢ :— 

ist. When in the form of bilious diar- 
rhea. 

2nd. In that of rice-water evacuations, 

3rd. In the stage of collapse, 


of Patients admitted into the Cholera Hospital 


at 


From 


TOTAL NUMBERS. 


Admitted. Died. 


Recovered, Remarks, 
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AUSCULTATION AND PERCUSSION. | 


To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 
Six, —Auscultation and percussion do 


Respiration—Feeble at the root of the 
lung ; extinct elsewhere. 


not appear to have gained so many follow-| Pyrumotsorax. 


ers as their great oo would have 
led one to suppose. What can be the rea- 
son of indifference to the valuable assist. | 


Percussion—T ympanitic. 
Respiration—Respiratory murmur feeble, 
and only heard at the root of the lungs. 


ance which the stethoscope is enabled to’ pyrynrtis. 


afford? Men are averse to introduce into 
practice innovations, as they are pleased to 
callthem, They have done, they say, with- 


Percussion—Dull. 
Respiration— Feeble. 
Voice—Cgophony. 


out the stethoscope for many years; they | p.xipyeumonta. 


have been enabled, they aver, to detect per- 
ipneumovia and the other diseases within 
the thorax, by the pulse, &c.; they do not 
know, they say, what a piece of hollow wood 
is to tell them. These and many other ob- 
jections are brought forward by men who, I 
am sorry to say, are too indolent to investi- 
gate the facts of the case. * * * * 


first natural, afterwards 

ull. 

Respiration—In first stage feeble ; respi- 
ratory murmur and crepitous rale. In 
second stage no respiratory murmur. 
In third stage, bronchial respiration. 

Voice—In third stage, bronchophony. 


If the following chart should be of the | Purutsis. 


slightest service to any of your numerous 
readers, you will much oblige me by insert- 
ing it :— 


DISEASES OF THE LUNGS, 


Pereussion—Natural at first, dull after- 
wards; if the vomica be very large, 
tympanitic. 

Respiration—Natural at first, extinct af- 
terwards ; first stage, bronchial respi- 
ration. 


With their Physical Signs A i Mp: 
Voice—In first stage bronchophony. 

Browncuitis. Putmonany Aropiexy. 
Percussion—Natural. Percussion— Natural. 
Respiration—Sonorous rale ; sibilous tale;|  Respiration—Extinct at the spot, but sur- 

mucous rile, rounded with a crepitous rale, 

Broncniat Hemorrnace. Pyrumonic Apscess. 
Percussion—Natural. Respiration—Cavernous respiration, and 
Respiration—Mucous rale. mucous rale. 

Cararrn. Voice—Pectoriloquy. 
Pereussion—Natural. 


Respiration—Respiratory murmur extinct. 
*,* The respiratory murmur reappears at 
intervals, especially after coughing. 


Percussion—T ympanitic above, dull below. 
Auscultation— Metallic tinkle. 
Succussion—Fluctuation, 


Ditatep Broncnrat Tunes. Tvunercutous Anscess. 


Percussion — Natural, 
Respiration—Bronchial respiration; ca- 


Respiration—Cavernous respiration ; mu- 
cous rale. 


vernous respiration. Vomier. 


Voice—Bronchophony. 
Empnysema, 
Perecussion—T ympanitic, 
Respiration—Feeble respiratory murmur ; 
crepitous rele; sonorous or sibilous 


Percussion—Dull when full of fluid, clea 
when full of air. 

Respiration—Extinct respiratory murmur 

Stethoscopic signs and other symptoms 


rale. should go hand in hand, side by side, and 


Empyema,. 


thus armed at all points, surely we sball be 


Percussion—Dull. better prepared to combat—to weaken—to 


Respiration—Feeble respiratory murmur ; 
and only heard at 
Ganorenovus Apscrss. 
Respiration—Cavernous respiration ; mu- 
cous rale. 
Hyprornorax. 


subdue, the numerous, and oftentimes dan- 
gerous, affections within the chest. 1 re- 
main, Sir, 


Your constant reader, 
Pye Henry Cuayasst. 


Birmingham, Sept. 4th, 1852. 


| 
| 
Pereussion—Dull. 
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ral tenour of its contents ; so far, however, 
from there being any complaint made against 
the law—that is, that the charter granted 
by that lustful monarch Henry the Eighth, 
is an imperfect instrument—tbat it is in- 
Wirnovt calling in question the zeal or competent to provide for the sound govern- 
integrity of Dr. Harrison, and his co- | ment of the medical body—so far, we say, 
petitioners in the cause of medical reform, | from the petition of Dr. Hartson having 
we must be permitted to express our regret even any tendency to prove that the 
that the matters in the petition, which they charter is such an ill-constructed, in- 
presented to the House of Commons by the efficient, instrument of Government, the 
hands of Mr. Hume, were so confusedly, | Doctor and his coadjutors insist upon its 
not to say defectively, arranged, that the adequacy to accomplish all those great 
abuses which they reprobated failed in that | objects which the petitioners themselves 
House to excite an interesting, spirited| profess to contemplate. But let us quote 
discussion. It does not appear to us that| the words of the document itself. ‘* Your 
the praver of the petition is at all in keep- ' petitioners have, they presume, clearly 
ing with the objects which the petitioners proved to your honourable House, in the 
had in view; however, let us quote the foregving details, that (now mark, reader) 
entreaty :—** And your petitioners humbly | the charter is in itself admirably fitted to 
pray that your honourable House will take | protect the metropolis against dangerous 
into consideration the constitution and con-|#nd unprincipled pretenders, and to pro- 
duct of the College of Physicians, and in- vide the apothecaries’ shops with genuine 
vestigate the nature of the charter and acts | drugs.” 
of Parliament under which they have| Nothing certainly can be more extraor- 
claimed to act, and provide, in justice to|dinary than an admission of this descrip- 
the community at large, and the British | tion in a petition for a redress of grievances, 
physicians in particular, in such manner; The House of Commons is one of the 
as shall in the wisdom of your honourable | branches of the legislature ; it is quite be- 
House be deemed best. And your pe- yond its functions to administer the law or 
titioners,” &e. Here there is a request | t punish the abusers of the law ; it is its 
that the House would inquire into the | duty to see that proper laws are enacted, 
constitution and conduct of the College, and to leave the execution of them to other 


and the nature of the charter and acts of | persons connected with the public service. 
Parliament under which the Fellows allege | If the charter of the College of Physicians 


their proceedings are regulated. Thus, in| be ‘‘ admirably fitted” to protect the public 
short, an investigation of the law is sought | from quacks, why does not Dr. Hanmson 
for, although the petition is crowded with! proceed against the college by mandamus 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, September 15, 1832. 


statements all tending to prove that the law 
has been violated. But, it may be con- 
tended, that Dr. Harrison and his co- 
operators complain of the defective state of 
the law, as well as of the abuses which 
have sprung up under its mal-administra- 
tion, If this objection were well founded, 
then we should admit that the prayer of 
the petition was in keeping with the gene- 


in the Court of King’s Bench? If the 
charter be good, in God’s name let us have 
the benefit of it ; but let it not be said that 
medical reformers are so imperfectly ac- 
quainted with the chief institutions of their 
country as to confound right with wrong, 
cause with effect, and a dirty stream with 
the pure fountain from whieb the current 
originally flowed, It is quite clear, that if 
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the charter be “admirably fitted’ to go-| duly and correctly carried into effect. Thus 
vern the physicians of this metropolis, the runs the list through a series of fifty cate- 
petitioners had no business on the floor of gories, At last we, perchance, find some 
the House of Commons; on the contrary, Solitary respondent to the circular, admit- 
they should have taken the abusers of the ting that he has progressively tried all the 
law to the Court of King’s Bench, there to | Practices from ‘‘ one” to“ fifty” inclusive, 


receive their award of punishment, for but that in his hands they successively: 


those high erimes and misdemeanors of *4 totally failed. The reader of these 


which they might have been found guilty. . classified reports of success and triumph. 
The time, probably, would not be ill- over the demon of the pestilence, will then,. 


bestowed, if Dr. Hannssow and his fellow PeThaps, turn to the sums total of cases 
labourers would undertake to explain to the ‘and deaths, when lo! instead of a decrease 
profession, in what consists the “ ad- of fatality proportionate to the list of pre- 
mirable fitness” of the charter for the tendedspecifics, he finds, by the evidence 


government of the medical profession. | of obstinate columns of figures, that the 
| proportionate mortality has been recently 


| augmenting nearly 2.5 per cent. 

We insert a letter addressed by the! The sad and sober truth we feel is this ; 
Central Board of Health to practitioners ®° reliance ever has been placed, or ever 
in medicine, requesting details of their | will be placed, on the reports of great suc- 
mode of treatment of cholera, with the Css advanced by individual practitioners. 
results thereby obtained. ‘This document, | As we have over and over aguin repeat- 
we are given to understand, was drawn up ed, where fame and fortune are to be gain- 
some time before the publication of oor pro- &4 by the lucky discoverer of a successful 
posal for the institution of a “ moveable ™Ode of practice, it cannot be expected that 
clinical commission.” the statements of an individual will be im- 

After careful and deliberate reflection on, | Plic itly relied on, Nor can it be supposed. 
the amount of benefit to be attained by the ‘that professional controversies will be si- 
circulation of the letter in question, and | lenced by such reports. The result, in short, 
after considering how far it is calculated to | Will be, that after some weeks or months 
effect its own object, we regret to say that, | have been consumed in the transmission of 
in our opinion, this document will totally | these circulars aud receiving and arranging 
fail in improving, in the slightest degree, | the replies, we shall be precisely in the 


the treatment of the malignant cholera. We 
proceed to state the grounds of this opinion. 
Let us suppose that from every hamlet, 
town, or city in the kingdom, answers to 
this circular have arrived. Let us suppose 
these replies read, classified, and their 
prominent features laid open to public in- 
spection, what then does it all amount to? 
Dr. ——, of Bristol, has found ‘ practice 
No, 1” attended with the most gratify- 
ing results, and he furnishes a battalion of 
statistical tables in proof of his assertion. 
Mr. ——, of Plymouth, on the other hand, 
found “ system No. 2” never to fail when 


same position we now hold, having abun- 
dance of the most discordant evidence be- 
fore us, in which information of practical. 
value cannot be distinguished from worth- 
less speculations, and from which society 
will derive no benefit whatever. Such a 
mass of contradiction and perplexity was 
never accumulated as these reports will 
turn out, and the sequel will be, that publie 
confidence in the medical profession will 
sustain the most serious injury, 

How widely different would be the re- 
sults if the proposal advanced in the last 
Laxcet were carried into effect, must be 
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obvious to every dispassionate and reflect-| stricken district to be decimated by a pesti- 
ing being, We there pointed out the man- | lence, without having to contend with the 
ner in which each practice might be fairly, additional miseries of cholera-rates and the 
and once for all, put to the triul, and a so- jobberies to which they give origin. We 
lemn, unimpeachable verdict delivered on have shown too, how from this expenditure 
its merits. We showed how professional the nation can reap an ample profit, and how 
jealousy and local preiudice, how the ope- | by the wise and proper investigation of the 
ration of private interests, of exaggeration, | treatment of the epidemic, further outlays 
and of detraction, weuld be avoided. We may be avoided in the districts as yet une 
showed how time would be economized, infected. 

how the best mode of treatment could be| We shall return to this topic again and 
ascertained, and though last not least, how again, until we have effectually excited the 
public confidence could be directed to such public attention. We have not taken up 
asystem. The paramount value of the last the matter on light grounds, and we pledge 
effect need not be explained to any one who ourselves that we will not lay it down uotil 
remembers the opposition which ‘‘ vaccina- the proposal be shown to be either imprac- 
tion” had to contend with, and who recol- ticable or absurd. In the mean time, as an 
lects the caricatures which once figured in incentive to the apathetic, and as a practical 
our print-shops, representing the infant| proof of the urgent necessity of learning 
*‘vietims”’ of the cowpox, as reaching ma- something more about the treatment of the 
turity with the ornamental appendages of maligaant cholera, we subjoinan extract from 
horns and tails ! the Limerick Chronicle relative to the havoc 


Wiles the publication of dur last number, and misery produced in Sligo by the work- 
we have hed abundant opportunities of as- ing of that disease, the means of success« 
corteiting the fevourchie minner in which fully treating which, it is our object as well 
the public and the medical profession have |™* °% duty to investigate. 


: ‘ « We regret to state that the cholera still 
received our proposal. Men of all parties | continues to rage to a frightful extent in 


agree in the opinion, that by such a plan | Sligo. Many of the inhabitants have fled 


alone can we arrive at the grand object of | "™4 taken shelter in the woods. The town 


have not heard a solitary argament advanced remsin are very badly off for provisions, 


We" : F the country people being afraid to come in, 
against it, except an allusion to the nationel Every house is closed, with the exception 


pecaniary outlay contingent on defraying of one shop, which is kept open to supply 


the expenses of the hospitals to be pluced , the people with groceries. A medical frend 
under the care of the moveable clinical com- | 

mission! We are scarcely disposed to keep 
temper with such paltry economists. The 
maximum of the expense could not exceed 
10,0001., an smount of expenditure, be it 
remembered, which must be incurred by 
the infected parishes ifno such commission 
were instituted. Indeed, under any cir- 
cumstances of epidemic disease, we doubt | 
the justice of permitting parishes to defray | 
their own expenses. The calamity is a) 
nationel one, and should be met by netional | 


resourecs. It is surely enough for a plague- | — Limerick Chronicle, Sept. 5. 


of ours favoured us with a letter yesterday, 
giving a melancholy account. He says, 
‘ The disease is still on the increase. The 
persons who die during the night are not 
interred until next morning, when thirty or 
forty are often buried in one pit, thrown 
iscuously in without coffins or shrouds, 
Vbat an humbling lesson!’ A _ corre- 
spondent this morning says, ‘ Yesterday 
morning I spent in looking for a joint 
of meat, but could not get one for love or 
money. I then went to my farm to drive 
home a sheep, but there was none there ; 
they had strayed away, not one to mind 
them. Ifthe Lord does not stay the plague 
I fear few will live to tell the sad fate of our 
once happy but now unfortunate Sligo,’ ” 


764 SIR H. HALFORD.—FEE FOR AN OPERATION. 


SIR H. BALFORD, MR. BRODIE, AND 
“ LITTLE BOBBY KEATE.” 


[From a Correspondent.} 
Sin Home, the serjeant-sur- 
geon to the King, died three weeks since at 
an advanced age. Mr. Keate, whose long, 
and, it is believed, gratuitous, attendance on 
almost all the branches of the royal family, 
and particularly on the King, is well known, 
communicated this event to his Majesty, 
This gentleman's sense of delicacy prevent- 
ed his doing more, but it was expected that 
his Royal Master would have embraced 
with alucrity such un opportunity of re- 
quiting his faithful services. Mr. Keate 
did, however, wait on Sir Henry Halford, 
who immediately told him, with much ap- 
parent warmth, that no person but himself 
could receive the place—that it would be 
shemeful were it, under the circumstances, 
given to another, and prom‘sed to recom- 
mend his appointment to the King. Mr. 
Keate therefore was not a little astonished 
at receiving, on the same day, a note from 
Mr. Brodie, stating that Sir eany Halford 
had recommended him, Mr. Brodie, to 
apply for the office, and, in bis application, 
to mention that he, Sir Heury Hal ord, 
knew it to bare been the intention of his 
late Majesty to con‘er it upon him, and 
soliciting Mr. Keate’s favour in bringing 
the matter before the King. Upon receipt 
of this letter Mr, Keate wrote to Sir Henry 
Halford, that he had learned by a note 
from Mr. Brodie, a copy of which he en- 
closed, how great Sir Henry’s anxiety had 
been to fulfil the task he had undertaken 
“ in the morning, but that he would dispense 
with Sir Henry's future services, and make 
his application through the official channel, 
Sir Herbert Taylor. ‘To the disappoint- 
ment, however, of Mr. Keate, it seems 
the ollice has been bestowed on Mr. Brodie ; 
and it is said that since the appointment 
has been mide, Sir Heary Halford has ven- 
tured to write an exculpatory letter to Mr. 
Keate, in which he affirms that he was not 
in the least degree accessory to, and did not 
at ail assist, Mr. Brodie’s canvass for the 
place, but that when he saw the King he 
found the matter had been already settled 
in favour of Mr. Brodie, This last letter 
having been communicated to Mr. Davis, 
whose constant access to his Majesty is 
weil know to the profession, that gentle- 
man immediately wrote to Mr. heate, 
informing him that but for Sir Henry Hal- 
ford’s interference, the appointment would 
have been didfesed of in bia favour! ! 


FEES OF HOSPITAL SURGEONS. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 
Srr,—I am about to relate a splendid 
example of right royal rapacity in one of 
the pure surgeons of this metropolis. I 
shall forbear to comment on it, because it 


| were impertinent to anticipate any man's 
|judgment in a matter whereon ali should 
\‘think for themselves. 


A widow, of very moderate—nav, even 
Straitened circumstances, had a scirrhous 
tumour in the breast. The gentleman who 
attended her, although a very able man, 
and competent to the discharge of any duty 
that accident or necessity might devolve on 
him, was, in this instance, unwise e 
to eschew the responsibility, and forego 
the profit and reputation that would have 
attended his success in operating. Mr.——, 
an official in that institution where igno- 
rance and cupidity vie with each other to 
earn the laughter and scorn of the country, 
was consulted, and performed the operation. 
When asked the amount of “ his fee,” guess 
the alarm and astonishment of all parties at 
the reply, “4 hundred guineas, and ten guineas 
for my assistant!!!" The most animated 
remonstrances only effected this merec:tul 
mitigation :—‘* Well, as you say the parties 
ure distressed, (although we hospital surgeons 
have only two fees, you know, 50L. or 1001.,) 
I'll take 60/. for myself, and 5/. for my as- 
sistant.” This modest amount was raised 
by the patient only with the greatest diffi- 
culty, and with serious injury to the cir- 
cumstances of the family. r. G—t re- 
ceived 15/. for the after-dressing and medi- 
cine. 

This case may suggest some curious 
culation, iuteresting both to the public and 
the general: practitioner, 1 am, Sir, your 
obedient servant, R. G, 
Sept. 1852. 


CITRIC ACID IN SCURVY. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sir,—You might very well apply the 
words ‘* dangerous and Lowartentoule” to 
the observations of Dr. Stevens on the use 
of citric acid, as a preventive of scurvy, 
I know not to what cause to attribute such 
ignorance and misrepresentation. He has 
ventured ‘to condemn a remedy which the 
experience of nearly half a century has 
proved of the highest utility, because it 
happens not to agree with bis theory, and 


to op) bis individual opinion, unsup- 
ported by 8 shadow of proof, to the united 


evidence of hundreds of talented and ex- 
perienced men in its favour. 

. Dr, Stevens will greatly oblige many of 
your readers, by giving his authority for 
Stating that citric acid is fortunately no 
in general use as a preventive of 
scurvy, and hence the caricty of the disease, 
althouzh salt meat is as much used now as 
formerly. Being an officer in his Majesty's 
navy, | can positively say that the re- 
verse of this is the case. When a man-of- 
war has been fourteen days at sea on salt 
provisions, lime-juice is served out to all the 
men daily, being mixed with their spirits, 
with a due proportion of sugar, avd has 
been attended with the most beneficial 
effects in preserving them from a disease 
which was so common and fatal before its 
introduction. The diet of the men is also 
very much improved. Pease and flour are 
liberally supplied, and the bread is far su- 
perior to what it was formerly. Large 
quantities of preserved fresh meats are also 
jaced under the charge of the surgeon 
the use of the sick, and immediately 
the vessel arrives’ in port, fresh meat 
and vegetables are purehased for the crew, 
whatever they may cost. The scurvy is, 
lam happy to say, under these circum- 

stances, almost unknown in the service. 

I remain, Mr. Editor, 
Your very obedient servant, 
Ricuarp Birtwuistire, 


M.R.C.S. L. and Assr.-Surc. R.N. 
_ Skipton Craven, Sept. 10, 1832. 


LONDON HOSPITAL PUPILS AND 
MR. ANDREWS, 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 

Sir,—I am sorry to trouble again, 
but I trust you will be able to give me a 
small space in your valuable publication 
for the insertion of this letter. Mr. Brown 
in your last week's Lancer says, that he 
heard no animadversion from Mr. Andrews 
disreputable to himself as an examiner of 
the College. or that could detract from the 
character of the gentleman referred to. To 
this I give a most positive denial, and I 
most faithfully pledge myself that my com- 
munication was correct, und that Mr. Brown 
knows it to be so, for in wy presence he 
made some severe remarks upon Mr. An- 
drews’ conduct, The gentleman who has 
been the cause of this correspondence, im- 
mediately after the occurrence stated the 
subject 1o me and three or four others ; he 
then luboured under feelings which you, 
Sir, may better imagine than I can describe. 
Independently of these circumstances, it has 
been the common conversation with the 


medical officers attached to the hospital, 
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who one and ail say, that ‘* having granted 
the diploma, it would haye been better to 
have said nothing about the examination.” 
So much for Mr. Brown’s letter. 

But, Sir, this is not a solitary case, 
About six months ago, 1 Mr. H —— passed 
the College, and on the following day Mr. 
Andrews said, that “ he had made himself 
look like a foel at the College on the pre- 
ceding night,” thereby impiying that his 
examination was anything but creditable to 
him, This gentleman left the hospital in 
disgust. 

1 shall close these remarks with asking 
you if it be consistent in an examiner to 
affix his name to a diploma in the evening, 
end in the morning to make a statement, 
that the individual who holds it is unworthy 
of possessing such a document. I remain, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 

Junius. 


September tith, 183%. 


MR. HUDSON'S SYRUP OF 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sin,—lI have just read in Tur Lancer 
some remarks respecting the effect of the 
Concentrated Syrup of Sarsw, prepared by 
Mr. Hudson, and that sold by the Worship- 
ful Company of Apothecary Drugyists, 
and I perfectly agree in the justice of your 
remark, as regards the efficacy of the one 
preparation over thatofthe other. The dif- 
ference of expense is great, but the value of 
the material (Jamaica sarsa), the very great 
care taken, and the length of time expended 
in the production of a superior und effica- 
cious arti: le, must be taken into account, 
and the *‘ dear success” complained of, will 
not be found very alarming. But my eye 
was directed to the paragraph at the bottom 
of the page, respecting a percentage, and I 
felt satisfied that the Editor could not 
kuow the party, or he would not have m- 
serted an insinuation so degrading, and yet 
so utterly groundless. 

I have lived in Mr. Hudson's house as 
an assistant, and all who have had a like 
advantage must join me in vouching, that 
such a vile system is positively incompa- 
tible in one, whose conduct as a tradesman 
is most honourable, and whose private 
worth is the admiration, and ought to be 
the guide, of all who know him. Mr, 
Editor, I repeat that such conduct is eon- 
trary to Mr. Hudson's principles; and re- 
main, Sir, your constant reader, 

JUVENIS. 


NITRE 


AS A THERAPEUTIC AGENT. 


Tr is well known, ex 
dark and b 


» that 
is, by a Theo ‘moderate the excessive thirst which proves 


NITRE—CONTRACTILITY OF THE SPLEEN. 


| American Indian may he taken as the trae 


specimen of their character. Being asked 
he gave such an 

isease, the savage briefly replied, “ 
cause it cures the disease.” 


The nitrate of potash is found greatly to 


portion of nitre, rendered florid,—of the ap. so distressing in cholera, Should ordi 
.pearance of arterial blood, and when thus! remedies be rejected in this disorder, 


mpregnated, it is doubtless more stimu- 
Jating to the solids, Muriate of soda is 


| 


have no hesitation in saying they ought to 
be promptly administered by glyster, in 


similar to it in effect, but a larger quantity | small form (as in four or five ounces of mu- 
of this salt is required. Nitrate of potash | cilaginous broth), so as to be retained. I 
is much more powerfully antiseptic than have been surprised to find this applcation 
this substance, as a very small proportion of remedial agents so much neglected in 
will preserve meat from putrefuction, and the treatment of this disorder, even in hos- 


impart a fresh and lively red colour. 
fliuretic power is also greater, especially 
when combined with opium ; und it is re- 
markable,, that when these two are used in 
combination, they. produce a galivary dis- 
fur a few hours, similar to mercury. 
If to this be added a few grains of calomel, 
it becomes a potent sudoritic, or, rather, we 
might call it, a universal secerner. 

Nitre is generally considered to be anti- 

logistic, or of a cooling quality ; but this 
idea is it is 
even palpably the reverse, which may be 
proved by any person who will take thirty 
or forty grains of this salt three times a 
day, by which the body becomes so much 
heated as to be in a semi-febrile state. Ac 
the same time I regard this salt as a most 
valuable remedy, both in inflammation and 
fever, whether adynamic, or depending on 
phlogistic diathesis; the refrigerant prin- 
eiple ascribed to it has probably been in- 
ferred from its effect upon the tongue, and 
the sensible degree of cold produced by its 
Solution. It is one of the most useful reme- 
dies in typhus, but for which disease it 
has long since been proscribed, from its re- 
puted sedative virtues, doubtless on the old 
maxim, that contraries are the cure of con- 
traries, as though all diseases depended on 
excess or defect of phlogiston. Opium 
was formerly considered to be in its nature 
evld, but now the contrary opinion of its 

perty is entertained, Conceits and theo- 
retical views regarding the modus operandi 
of medicines, act in numerous instances as 
clogs rather than as auxiliaries to the heal- 
ing art. In proofof this position, it is but ne- 
cessary to consider that we can judge of the 
merits of any remedy only by observing the 
fesults of its employment in actual disease. 
Some there are, indeed, who perhaps vainly 


imagine, that man is capable of compre- 
bend 


ing the innate and essential properties 
of matter, and that unless he can explain 
the nature and most recondite operations 
of any remedy, he ought not to adopt it in 


practice. Of such fancies, the reply of ap ‘eee 


Its | pitals, and when most urgently indicated 


the excessive vomiting and purging: 
is so neglected it is difficult to conceive. 
J. Hancoex, M.D. 


CONTRACTILITY OF THE SPLEEN— 
VENOUS INJECTIONS. 

Mayenne in a course of lectures on ex- 
perimental physiology delivered in 1828, 
in endeaveuring to prove the contractility 
of the spleen, injected a quantity of. tepid 
water into the jugular vein ofadog. He 
states, that the abdomen being opened, he 
observed the liver, kidneys, and spleen, in- 
creased in size, thicker, and more turgid 
than natural. The spleen, which was .at 
first three and a half iuches in length, be- 
came reduced to three inches, its breadth 
and thickness diminishing still more per- 
ceptibly in proportion as the blood was 
expelled by a: stow contraction like that 
from elasticity, Now in some of the cases 
of death where venous injection had been 
previously employed, the existence of the 
phenomena alleged by Majendie to take 
place, might, I apprehend, were the atten- 
tion directed to it, be determined. If con- 
firmed, it would materially strengthen the 
hypothesis advanced by him as to the struc- 
ture of the spleen, and at the same time 
elucidate, in some measure, the anomalous 
function of that organ. Doubtless the op- 
portunities of some of your readers will 
enable them to furnish some interesting in- 
formation with reference to the above 
point. N. To the Editor. 


Nirrate or Inon.—Nitrate of iron may 
probably be very beneficial as a preventive, 
m removing slight diarrheas, which are 
to terminate in cholera. I have advised 
a number of my patients, whose bowels are 


easily affected, to adopt the ion of 
tuking this medicine, and I believe all of 
them have now leas tendency to ‘ 


SS 


ST Tess 


‘WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


ADIPOSE TUMOUR.—PoLYPUS NARIUM.— 
FISTULA IN ANO, 


, June 23, 1832. There was this 
morning a tolerably full attendance of pupils 
and visitors. ‘The only surgeons who at- 
tended in the operation theatre were Mr. 
Lynn and Sir Anthony Carlisle. Rachel 
Bysson, wxtat. 23, a pale leuco-phlegmatic 
rl, was brought in by the apothecary for 
the purpose of having a tumour excised 
by Mr. Lynn. The swelling was situated 
over the cartilaginous terminations of the 
ninth and tenth ribs, and was about the 
magnitude ofa boy’s fist. Mr. Lynn, though 
an octogenarian, made his incisions with 
the utmost steadiness and precision. A 
pupil who was assisting observed, during 
the progress of the operation, that the sur- 
soon arrive at the neck of the 
tumour.” Sir Authony replied, snappisbly, 
“Fatty tumours have no neck, Sir.” Mr. 
Lynn—“ Oh yes; most tumours have a 
point where they communicate with the 
adjacent substance by a blood-vessel, an ab- 
sorbent, and a nerve, and that point is pro- 
perly ealled a neck. In this case that point 
of junetion is very obvious.” The wound 
was closed by suture and strapping, and ul. 
timately did well. TYThe patient ascribes 

the origin of the tumour to a blow. 
' Sir Anthony Carlisle then called forward 
an apparently healthy young man about 30 
years old, having polypus of the nose. He 
said, ‘The mucous membrane of the nose 
is liable to three kinds of polypi which 
grow from its vascular and not from its se- 
cerning surface: 1st. A vascular polypus 
which affects principally the young; 2d. 
An indolent or gelatinous, or rather albu- 
minous, polypus, which chiefly attacks old 
subjects ; and 3rd. A malignant polypus, to 
which the middle-aged and old are most, 
or perhaps exclusively, obnoxious.” Sir 
Anthony then used the ordinary polypus- 
forceps, and'twisted out several portions of 
the fungus which had a yellow colour, and 
fatty consistence, but in which blood-ves- 
sels were distinctly traceable. The poly- 
pus existed in both nostrils, and grew from 
the superior turbinated bones, and from the 
sides of the vomer. The operator remarked 
that the surgeons should always tear away 
afew of the marginal cells of the spongy 
bones when the polypus arose from them, 
asa proof of the perfect eradication of the 
disease. The patient had been subject to 
anorexie, indigestion, and torpid bowels, 
which bad always been indicated by irrita- 
tion of the nares. Mr. Lynn subsequently 
the operation for harelip on 


child with fissured palate ; and the opera- 
tive business of the day was concluded, as 
usual, by Sir Anthony's cutting a patient 
for fistula in ano! The man had marked 
symptoms of pectoral disease. The fistula 
was complete, communicating with the rec- 
tum and with the external air. 

FUNGOID TESTICLE. 

June 30. Thisday,a man of the name of P, 
Cormack, wetat. 50, affected with paralysis, 
was brought into the theatre for the purpose 
of having a fungoid testicle examined, and, 
if necessary, cutout. The patient had been 
affected a few years before with syphilis 
from which he was supposed to be cu 
without mercury. He had twice been af- 
fected with paralysis of right side, and each 
time the right testicle became swollen, in- 
flamed, adherent to the integument, and 
suppurated. Dr. Roe, the patient's phy- 
sician, was of opinion the disease was be- 
nignant, and might be cured by alterative 
topieal applications, and suitable general 
treatment ; but Mr. Lynn thought the dis- 
ease radically malignant ; the fungus might 
be thrown off, and the ulcer healed, but 
the good result would last for a season only, 
and the disease would break out again in a 
worse form. He was induced to rest in 
this opinion from the general appearance of 
the patient, and from the fee of the tumour, 
which had a characteristic hardness of tex- 
ture, and a lobu/ar form. In this determi- 
nation of Gants Mr. Lyon was over- 
ruled, and the patient was managed accord. 
ing to the suggestion of his physician, To- 
nies were exhibited internally, and a stron 
ointment of hydriod. of potass was appli 
topically. Under this treatment the ulcer 
has rapidly improved in appearance, and 
presents a clean granulating surface, but 
the patient’s general health is now (1st of 
September) not so good; nocturnal pains 
infest him, and a corona véneris is formed 
io the anterior part of the calvarium, Fre- 
quent doses of mercury are given with a 
view to produce ptyalism, and decoction of 
sarsaparilla ad libitum. 

Mr. White united the harelip of a child 
two years old, and which had been previ- 
ously operated upon without success in the 
ordinary manner, The wound healed with 
but little suppuration. 

BOUGIE IN THE BLADDER, 

July 7.—On entering the operating theatre 
to-day, Mr. Lynn inquired, ‘* Which of you 
has read the Laxcer of this week? I see 
Brodie has been figuring away at St. George's 
about acase in which a flexible catheter was 
broken and left in the bladder, and for which 
he performed the operation of lithotomy. 
He says he never heard of acase like it, and 
hothing analogous to it except in the in- 
stance of agardener affected with stone who 
passed a flower-stalk along the urethra ig 
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order to push the stone away from the neck of 
the bladder, where its presence, you know, 
occasions so much pain at the glans and 


along the whole passage. 1n this the fel-) 


low was successful for some time, but at 
Jast he was caught, the flower-stalk broke, 
and remained in the bladder. Now Brodie 
is a clever fellow, a very clever fellow ; but 
if be had asked me I could have told him of | 
acase | had, perhaps before he was born, : 


and in this very hospital. In the year 1786, | 


a young fellow was a patient of this charity | 
‘under the care of Mr. Justamond. He had 
been in the habit, aceording to the instrac- 


tions of his medical adviser, of passing daily 


# bougie for himself, believe for stricture, 
On one occasion it slipt from his fingers | 
into the urethra, and he could not hy any 
means get hold of it again; the more he 
poked and fumbled, the further the bougie 
slipped in. A surgeon was called and at- 
tempted to extract it, but without success, 
and the bougie escaped bevond reach. Pain 
and irritation were excited in the bladder 
by the presence of the foreign body, and the 

ient was consequently brought into this 

pital. Some discrepancy of opinion ex- 
isted amongst the surgeons as to what ought 
to be done. Justamond thought one thing, 
Watson another, and I a third, It was re- 
solved finally, however, that 1 should be 


ULCER OF THE GLANS PENIS.—CORRESPONDENTS. 


of the prepuce. It forms a large and dee 
hole, being about three quarters of an inc 
in length, and about a quarter of an inch 
wide and deep, having destroyed the sub- 
stauce of the glans penis down to the cor- 


| pus cavernosum, of which the obtuse antes 


rior extremity is seen at the bottom, It is 
bounded towards the penis by the attach- 
ment of the prepuce, into which the ulcera- 
tion has not yet extended. The surface 
and margia of the sore have a whitish ap- 
pearance, and a phagedenic character, but 
there are some red granulations to be seen 
at the end of the corpus cavernosum. There 
is a good deal of discharge, of a reddish 
purulent character. The prepuce is a good 
deal swollen. 

He was ordered to apply eight leeches 
to the prepuce, and take a dose of house- 
medicine, to observe the recumbent posture, 
support the penis, and apply a solution of 
the chloride of lime. To take an anodyne 
at night. 

Mr. Scott considering he did not im- 
rove so much as he could wish, directed 
im to apply a bread. and-water poultice to 

the part, and take a drachm of the extract 
of sarsaparilla in the decoction of the same, 
three timesa day. On the adoption of this 
plan of treatment, the character of the ulcer 
i diately improved and healed regularly, 


permitted to perform the lateral operation 
of lithotomy. Accordingly | performed the 
operation inthe usual way, but when I in- 
troduced the forceps, I could feel nothing 
in the grasp, and was a little discomfited by 
the circumstance, but on withdrawing them 
I found they had fast hold of the bougie 
coiled up into four folds. The wound 
heuled within a week, and the petient did 
well in all respects.” 


LONDON HOSPITAL. 


PHAGEDENIC ULCER OF THE GLANS PENIS. 


T. J., wtat. 27, a printer, admitted April 
13th, stated that about seven weeks pre- 
vious to his applying here, and a short time 
after coition, he perceived a small pim- 
ple on the glans penis, and a few days sub- 
sequently a discharge from the urethra, 
with scalding, on passing his urine. The 
pimple degenerated into a sore as large as 
a pea, with elevated hardened edges; he 
took pills which made his mouth sore, and 
in less than three weeks from the first ap- 
pearance of the chancre it healed, but in 
the course of a very few days after healing, 
it again ulcerated, and bad been spreading, 


ap to the time of his admission. The dis- 
arge from the urethra had entirely ceased. 
April 13. The ulcer occupies the right 
side of the glans, with the sdjoining bese 


but very slowly ; he remained in the hospi- 
tal some time after the ulcer had healed up, 
owing to the copper coloured eruption hav- 
ing appeared on the arms and body, but 
without any sore throat; be was ordered to 
rub in night and morning, but this only 
slightly affected his mouth, until he took 
the pil. hydr.; he was kept for nearly six 
weeks is the influence of mercury, and 
has left the hospital cured. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


An answer in the affirmative may be re- 
turned to each of H.’s questions. 

A, M. M. B. understands his subject, but 
his paper does not contain anything which has not 
already been said in this journal. 

The paper of Mr. J. B. on “ Spasmodic 
Cholera” requires more revision for publication 
than we will venture to give it. 

There is no evidence before us that 
strychnine would be beneficial beyond that furnished 
by Mr. Mason himself which is not ample enough. 

The papers of Mr. Smethurst and Mr. 
Busvine do not demand publication. 

We hope there will be many such electors 
as our friend at Houghton -le-Spring. 

The request of An Injured Party shall be 
complied with. We are glad to hear 6f the 
tacts contained in his last. 

A Medical Student. New ions have 
beeu issued by the Apothecaries Company, and we 
will reply to the questions of ou dent in 
some general remarks 
ensuing namber, 


which shall appear in our 


